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Why The Downs School?
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Academic success

ÅWe have a consistent track record of high academic standards

ÅWe offer a broad curriculum, containing both applied and academic 
qualifications

ÅNot only do our students attain highly, they also make outstanding 
progress

ÅOur value added is consistently in the top 25% of schools
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Academic support

ÅWe expect students to be highly motivated, independent learners

ÅWe also provide the students with the structure and support they 
need to thrive

ÅWhen students have independent time, we provide them with a quiet 
environment in which to consolidate their learning

ÅHigh quality pastoral care, delivered by experienced tutors who see 
their students twice a day, is extremely important to us
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Induction

ÅNew students make up a significant part of the Sixth Form, with nearly 25% 
of students having done their GCSEs in other schools

ÅThe Downs is friendly ςnew students are made to feel very welcome

ÅOur new students are carefully placed in tutor groups to ensure that they 
quickly blend with the internal students

ÅOur induction process ensures new students are given the support they 
need to integrate

ÅPastoral staff monitor the well-being of the external students carefully, to 
ensure they are adjusting to The Downs School, and provide them with 
support and guidance if they are not
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How many places are there 
for external students?

ÅThe new Science block (Hubble) has given the school considerably 
more space

ÅWe have developed the Sixth Form Common Room as a study space, 
creating Café 6 as a social space

ÅThis means that we can continue to offer places to the right 
candidates
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Transport

ÅLocal authority and private bus companies run extensive 
services

ÅPlease let us know if there are any issues with buses
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