
Headteacher’s Blog – 10 February 2023 
 
Almost suddenly we find ourselves approaching February half term, and there is much to be proud 
of in the first six weeks of this term.  Our students have visited London’s art galleries and the Royal 
Courts and we have seen sporting success in Cross Country running.  Our dancers showcased their 
skills at Arlington Arts Centre and there’s good news to report about university offers.  Students have 
also taken the lead in delivering presentations to assemblies, sharing messages on subjects for 
which they have a passion.  Read on for reports of these events. 
 
We have also welcomed a new group of trainee teachers via the Downland Alliance, our scheme 
for bringing excellent professionals into teaching.  They have already settled well into life at The 
Downs School. 
 
I was moved by a poignant and courageous assembly delivered to all year groups by two of our 
Year 13 students.  Their subject was cancer awareness and the impact that the death of a classmate 
had on them.  They offered advice on how to support a loved-one, as well as reminding people of 
the importance of keeping a healthy frame of mind when close to serious illness.  It was brave of 
these students to address an uncomfortable subject; they are now working towards creating a 
permanent memorial to their friend. 
 

Eco Club 
 

In preparation for their Sustainability/Plastics presentations in assemblies, student-led Eco Club 
has had a busy series of visiting speakers from The Living Rainforest, Greening Compton and 
Hubba.  A litter-pick around the school site gathered materials which will soon be used for an 
awareness display and fortnightly Enrichment sessions are being used to make signs to remind 
people to switch off lights.  All this is being done towards gaining the Eco-Schools Green Flag, a 
Keep Britain Tidy initiative, which accredits efforts made by the school’s eco-committee towards 
living a green life. 
 

 
 

Cross Country Running 
 

The Downs Schools runners are representing the school fantastically well – following success in 
cross country events in January.  Two of our students Ethan R and Tom B have directly qualified 
for the English Schools National Cross Country Championships in March.  Two other students, 
Amber S and Will O have been selected as reserves.  Congratulations to you all and good luck. 
 

 

 
 

Royal Courts Visit 
 

Our Year 12 and 13 A Level Law students visited the Royal Courts of Justice and the Old Bailey in 
London to get an insight into how the legal system works in practice.  We were given a tour by an 
ex-court journalist and learnt first-hand the challenges of working as a criminal barrister.  We were 
lucky enough to sit in the public gallery for a number of high-profile murder trials and witnessed 
cross-examinations of witnesses and sharing of non-disputed facts to the jury.  It was fascinating 
to see this happening in real life, not just in the classroom. 
 

Peer Mentoring 
 

In January we started our Peer Mentoring programme, which uses resources from the Anna 
Freud Centre and the Befriending and Mentoring Foundation. Volunteer Year 12 and 10 students 
have been trained to become mentors to some students in Years 11 and 7 respectively. They 
have weekly meetings with their mentees and use their experience at The Downs to offer 
advice and support on staying organised, managing home learning and more. The programme is 
off to a flying start and there’s such a buzz during the sessions, with many students already 
building great relationships with their mentors. 
 



Victoria & Albert Museum 
 

                                                                                                                       
 
Year 11 Fine Art GCSE students visited the Victoria & Albert Museum to gather primary research 
in the form of photographs and sketches.  This was a very successful trip with lots of good quality 
work produced. 
 

 

Laura Farris 
 
Laura Farris, the MP for Newbury, visited our House Council representatives from Year 7 to 10 in 
early February for a short talk and Q&A session.  Students asked her what inspired her to get into 
politics, her key priorities for young people in our area, her thoughts on the impact of COVID on 
young people’s educational success and much more.  Laura even asked our students for their 
thoughts or experiences with local mental health services ahead of a speech she will make in 
Parliament.  She was extremely complimentary about our students and praised them for their 
intellect and articulacy. 
 

 

University Offers 
 

In recent weeks it has been exciting to see so many of our students receiving university offers 
from such a wide range of excellent universities and representing all four corners of the UK and 
even the US. Students have applied to a diverse range of courses from Zoology to Architecture, 
Medicine to Performing Arts.  Our Oxbridge applicants have had a record-breaking year with 
50% receiving an offer to study at Cambridge or Oxford. A worthy mention goes to our 
Veterinary Medicine applicants who have all received at least one offer and are still in the thick 
of interviews. We wish all of our Y13 students continued success as they await the outcome of 
their remaining university applications. 
 

 
 
It was a pleasure to hold the half termly Parent Forum on Wednesday, where Mrs Jackson and Miss 
Bermingham presented on the progress we had made with our new policies on Assessment and 
Marking and Home Learning.  The Powerpoint presentation can be found under the blog link.  It was 
great to get some positive feedback about these policies, but also suggestions on how things can 
be improved which we will certainly act upon.  The forums are an excellent opportunity for us to 
seek your views so that we can improve further what we do.  The next forum is on Wednesday, 29 
March, it would be great to see you there. 
 
I wish you a restful half term and look forward to the second half of the term and school year when 
we return on Monday, 20 February. 
 
Kindest Regards 
Mr Prosser 
Headteacher 
 


