
 
 

 

 

May 2020  

Dear Parents & Carers     
 
Examination Grades and Ranking Summer 2020  
 
I hope that you are all well and staying safe.  
 
On 18 March 2020, the Secretary of State for Education announced that the summer 2020 GCSE, AS and 
A level exam series would be cancelled in order to help fight the spread of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
and that students due to sit the exams would be awarded a grade based on an assessment of the grade 
they would have been most likely to achieve had exams gone ahead.  On 23 March, in a written statement 
to Parliament, the Secretary of State explained the government’s intention that results would be issued 
to this year’s cohort based on a range of evidence and data, including performance on mock exams and 
non-exam assessment. 
 
Since this announcement, we have been following the guidance issued by OFQUAL regarding how schools 
can calculate a Centre Assessed Grade and rank students.   
 
The Joint Council for Qualifications issued the following statement last week as part of their April update 
and I feel it is appropriate to share this with you: 
 
“There may be instances where schools and colleges or teachers are put under external 
pressure from a candidate or their parent/guardian to influence the decision-making on a 
grade or rank order. Any external pressure must be reported to the exam board(s) who may 
investigate this as potential candidate malpractice.” 
 
Please can I assure you that we are well underway with this process and will use all the appropriate 
evidence, alongside professional teacher judgement, to perform this task in a fair and consistent manner 
to ensure that our students receive the grades they have worked so hard for. What we have to do is 
unprecedented, but I can assure you that all my staff are working through this process with integrity, 
professional wisdom, courage and ethics. 
 
Yours faithfully  
 
Mr C Prosser  
Headteacher  


