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Learning Together, Learning for Life. 

 

 
 
 
Welcome to our Spring edition of the newsletter.  I am 
writing to you today on the first day that really does 
feel like Spring has finally arrived.  Although it has been 
a tough Winter, the school as ever has maintained its 
vibrancy and buzz of learning. 
 
This is a really important term for our Year 11 and Year 
13 students as they complete their courses and begin 
their revision for their final exams.  As we approach the 
Easter Holidays, it is now essential that the strong 
partnership between home and school is used to 
support students to follow their revision schedules and 
ensure that they attend the numerous sessions that 
our staff are willing to offer.  Time devoted to careful 
study and preparation over the next couple of weeks 
will certainly lead to easing the pressure in the busy 
and challenging Summer Term and smiling faces on the 
August result days. 
 
Straight after half term we enjoyed our brilliant school 
production ‘Little Shop of Horrors’, which was one of 
the best productions I have seen whilst at The Downs 
School and it deservedly received a plethora of rave 
reviews.  It was such a pleasure seeing such wonderful 
talent on display and in such depth.  It was a real team 
effort and I would like to congratulate Mrs Bailey and 
all the staff and students who were involved in this 
quality production. 
 
I have continued to hold parent forums this year and I 
am pleased to say that attendance has slowly 
increased.  I thoroughly enjoy these evenings because  
 

they provide an opportunity for open and honest 
discussions on a variety of educational issues which 
have included: 
 

 Striving for excellence in learning through 
responsibility, resilience and respect. 

 How could we improve the quality of the 
website – to ensure communication is clear & 
concise? 

 How can we work together to support our 
children to be independent learners? 

 Ofsted Parent View – How can we use this to 
improve as a school? 

 
In addition, they also provide me with valuable 
practical feedback on areas of the school that can be 
improved.  An example of this is the introduction of a 
Year 7 afternoon tea in January, which provided 
another opportunity for parents to meet tutors and 
find out how their children were progressing and more 
importantly had they settled in well to life at The 
Downs School – which of course they had. 
 
The Downs School uses electronic communications to 
correspond with parents and carers to provide you 
with a variety of information such as school trips and 
student reports.  Therefore, it is essential that we hold 
current and accurate details for you.  Please could you 
ensure that all mobile telephone numbers are correct.  
These will be used to inform you of your child’s non-
attendance at school or to contact you in an 
emergency. 
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The Downs School’s preferred method of sending 
information such as letters to parents/carers is via our 
electronic Schoolcomms system (email).  Please note 
this should be a personal email address.  If you provide 
a work email address, you should be aware that an 
employer has the right to monitor content and 
personal information about your child (ie their school 
report).  You should also note that, where a work email 
address is used, personal correspondence with the 
school will be available to view by an employer as you 
will be using that email as a representative of the 
company/organisation, as well as a parent/carer. 
 
As you should be aware we are increasing our school 
admission number in September to 210, in Year 7.  I can 
assure you that this was not a decision that was taken 
lightly and since the decision was taken, we have been 
making sure that we are fully prepared for this 
increase.  Part of this preparation has involved us 
consulting with staff and students on the name of a 
new house and subsequently on the house tie.  I am 
pleased to announce that the house will be called ‘The 
Ilsleys’ and the house tie will be orange. 
 
Our philosophy is learning together; learning for life 
and as a body of staff we are totally committed to 
improve what we do in the classroom.  Our distinct 
focus this year has been on assessment for learning 
which involves a variety of strategies to unlock the 
learning for the students so that they are able to have 
greater responsibility for their own progress and feel 
like learning is done with them instead of to them.  
Student feedback has revealed that the priority is 
progressing well and they are very positive about the 
variety of strategies that are being implemented in the 
classroom. 
 
Outside of the classroom we have continued to provide 
a whole range of rich experiences for all students.  Our 
hardy PE staff have battled through some pretty 
miserable weather conditions to ensure our students 
stay fit and healthy, ranging from cross country in 
January to house matches for all year groups.   
 
There have been a number of Maths Challenge 
competitions in which we have been very successful; 
we had students from Years 9, 10 & 11 sitting the 
intermediate maths challenge, a national mathematics 
competition entered by many schools across the 
country.  This year we had an exceptional 11 students 
who progressed to the next round, our best ever 
results. Only the top students from the country are 
invited to do these, with 10 being invited to do the 
Kangaroo Papers. A particular mention should be made 

of Antoni Pilat who qualified to compete in the 
Hamilton Olympiad Paper which the top 500 students 
from Year 10 across the country are invited to 
participate.  As a department we eagerly anticipate the 
results of these 2nd round papers.   
 
Our Performing Arts Faculty has run a number of 
exciting trips to places like the National History 
Museum and The Victoria & Albert Museum.  There 
have been Science Live trips at both A level and GCSE 
and Humanities have enhanced their learning 
experience by running trips to Hurst Castle Spit and an 
A Level Crusaders Conference.  We also have a number 
of exciting trips running in the Easter Holidays, 
including the annual Year 8 ski trip to Italy and a 
Geography trip to Iceland.  I wish them all a safe and 
enjoyable trip. 
 
As a Headteacher there is nothing that gives me more 
pleasure than to walk around the school and witness 
such a supportive and purposeful environment where 
students are completely engaged in their learning.  This 
was reinforced by a recent visit from our School 
Improvement Advisor who said ‘The young people are 
exceptional and have such potential, which the 
teachers best maximise within a supportive and 
collaborative environment’.  They are indeed a credit 
to all of us!! 
 
I wish you all a Happy Easter which hopefully includes 
some much needed sunshine and lots of chocolate. 
 
Mr C Prosser 
Headteacher 
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Year 7 News from Miss Francis 
 
 

Year 7 have had an excellent start to 2018, achieving 
high numbers of house points and making a real 
impact around the school.  
 
Taking over from Mr Holbrook was quite a daunting 
challenge as I had some big shoes to fill, but the whole 
year group has been so welcoming to me and has 
made my job very easy.  
 
There have been so many amazing opportunities for 
the year group to get involved in the school including 
the school council, Count Downs, World Book Day 
and house matches and so many students threw 
themselves 100% behind everything.  
 
Students have continued to impress me with 
excellent work being shown to me by members of 
staff and the latest reports showed great progress, 
attitude and organisation across the year. It was a 
pleasure to see so many students at parents’ evening 
being so proud to be members of the school and 
showing it off to your parents and carers.  
  
Well done Year 7! 
  
  
Here’s what some of you had to say…  
  
Jenny Dunn, 7P: What a week! House matches for 
Year 7 were on Monday. Everybody played with great 
effort. In boys' football, Lowbury placed first, 
Ridgeway second, Perborough placed third, 
Beechwood fourth, and finally Chiltern and Aldworth 
tying fifth.  
 
In girls’ netball, the game finished with Aldworth 
placing first, Beechwood second, Ridgeway tied with 
Lowbury in third, Chiltern fourth and Perborough 
fifth.  
 
Year 7 parents' evening took place on Thursday. I 
personally enjoy getting feedback from teachers so I 
can use it to improve. Hopefully, you feel the same.  
All years are having a non-school uniform day on 
Friday, 23 March. It's always brilliant to show off your 
fashion every now and then and raising money for a 
good cause too!  
  
Evie Grace Marshall, 7R: I love this school. It’s 
amazing! Every single teacher accepts you at what 
stage you are at. They have helped me to learn and 

enjoy going to the Downs School. When you have a 
problem they sort it out. If you are struggling the 
teacher will help you. 
 
The Downs School is amazing because they do a range 
of clubs and fun lessons too. The reason I like the 
Downs School is because of my friends and the 
teachers. Without my friends I have I would be sad 
and if I had any different teachers it would be hard. 
The other reason I like this school is the 
encouragement they give to everyone and they are 
always there to help.  
  
  
Poppy Airey, 7R: Where do I start?! Beginning Year 7 
has been a whirlwind of emotions. It’s had its fair 
share of ups and downs but even though there have 
been downs, every single problem got sorted within 
days. There’s no denying, school’s not easy. In fact, 
it’s quite difficult sometimes. But for every bad day, 
comes a week of good days. 
  
I was really scared at the start of the year. I thought it 
was going to be so hard to settle in. I was worried that 
I was going to find it hard to keep up with the 
homework, and that the work would be too hard. The 
one thing that every Year 7 worries about, is getting a 
detention. None of us want to get a detention, but 
unfortunately, we are human.  
  
The Downs School is an amazing school. I’ve learnt so 
much in the time I’ve been here. Primary school was 
fun but secondary school is on a whole other level. I 
love sport so PE was one of the things I was really 
excited about. So far it’s been great!  This year, a few 
other girls and I started a girls’ football club. We have 
played many matches and tournaments and done 
really well. We played a Cup Match on Wednesday, 
14 March and we won 2-1 in the last seconds of the 
game. We were all so proud! 
  
The Downs is a great school and I’m looking forward 
to spending the next few years here. Hopefully I can 
carry on my run of weeks without a detention. I 
haven’t had one yet so, touch-wood, I won’t get any 
in the future. 
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Library 
 
 

World Book Day 

 

World Book Day stretched for a whole week this year, 

principally because the main activity was pleasantly 

time consuming, and students kept coming back for 

more! (Just like reading a good book.)  We used old, 

unwanted books to create works of book-folded art: 

a hedgehog, a heart or a photograph holder.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over a week of lunchtimes, students continued on 

their artworks, several of which were destined to 

become Mother’s Day presents.  With the week cut 

short by snow, several students returned the 

following week to finish off. 

 

Creating the heart motif required numeracy skills and 

accurate measuring – but the result was definitely 

worth the effort. 

 

Mrs R Berger, Librarian 
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The Downland Alliance Teaching School 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you may know, The Downs School works very 
closely alongside Compton Primary as a “Teaching 
School”. “Teaching School” means certain schools are 
designated by the Government to provide extra 
services – these include training the teachers of the 
future (ITT), organising continuous professional 
development for teachers in the local area and 
beyond and also organising specific support for 
schools. We are now in our third year of designation.  

 
Teacher Training 
 
We have trained or are training almost forty teachers 
who almost all have teaching posts within West 
Berkshire in such subjects as mathematics, science, 
modern languages, English, PE, dance, history, 
geography, business studies. We are working very 
closely with other excellent secondary schools to 
provide mentors in the subject area as well as 
providing a comprehensive training programme to 
ensure that we develop the very best teachers. 95% 
of last year’s cohort of trainee teachers passed as 
good or outstanding. 
 
If you are interested in a career in teaching and have 
a degree then do contact us at school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Continuous Professional Development 
 
Over the last three years we have put on a range of 
training for classroom teachers. We have held joint 
INSET days with many of our primary colleagues 
across the county on the teaching of maths, reading, 
restorative practice, challenge in the classroom, child 
protection and safeguarding, outstanding teaching, 
mastery approach, computing and many others.  
 
We contribute to the primary Newly Qualified 
Teacher programme. 
 
We have also provided leadership courses and we are 
now closely involved in the development of the 
National Qualification for Leadership qualifications 
from Middle Leaders to Headship. 
 
School to School Support 
 
We have provided leadership support and individual 
coaching for teachers to improve their practice in the 
classroom for a number of schools which required 
support. I am pleased to say that all these schools and 
teachers are progressing very well due to their hard 
work and commitment to improve. A number of 
teachers have been designated as Specialist Leaders 
of Education and they are available to carry out this 
work. 
 
All this activity has also had a positive impact on our 
own schools where many teachers have been 
involved and developed their own skills in the 
classroom or as leaders. 
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COEN 
 
 

Year 7 
 
Our Year 7 had a visit by a 
falconer who was able to show 
them a number of Birds of Prey 
and explain how each had 
adapted to suit their hunting 
methods and how numbers of 
some had been threatened by 
changes to the environment.  
 
He showed six different 
birds including a Barn Owl, 
Milky Eagle Owl, Harris 
Hawk and a Peregrine 
Falcon which he used to 
help illustrate his 
presentation on habitat 
loss, persecution of Birds of 
Prey and his passion for the countryside.  
 
The students thoroughly enjoyed the experience, 
especially the finale which included a male Golden 
Eagle with a wingspan of approximately two metres. 
 
Year 10 
 
Our Year 10 students have had a variety of visits this 
term to estates and farms to allow them to refine 
their knowledge of different boundaries and habitats 
as well as develop their knowledge of animal care. 
 
Hedge laying: Year 10 students were invited down to 
the local farm that is now being run by Beeswax 
Dyson.  The students learnt how to lay a blackthorn 
and Elder hedge in the traditional way using the 
correct tools.  The students did well and the end 
result was impressive.   

 

 

 
 
Sheepdrove: The students spent two days at 
Sheepdrove Farm where they learnt about electric 
fencing, Crowning of Beech trees (removal of lower 
branches) in the natural burial ground maintaining a 
willow hedgerow as well as animal husbandry 
focusing on the Old Berkshire Pigs and beef cattle. 
 
 
 
 
Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust: The students had 
the opportunity to work alongside the Berks, Bucks & 
Oxon Wildlife Trust when they learn about the 
importance of maintaining heathland on Greenham 
Common.  The work that they undertook was helping 
to restore the heathland and removing silver birch 
and other shrubs that were taking over the heathland 
preventing ground nesting birds from nesting in the 
area 
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Year 8 News from Miss Bermingham 
 
 

Throughout this term, Year 8 is finding that life at the 
school is very busy but as equally as rewarding. From 
getting involved in House Matches (for a second time) 
and Student Takeover Day, to students getting 
involved in the legendary annual Downs School 
musical (Little Shop of Horrors), it is safe to say that 
the year group is getting involved! 
 
I am going to hand you over to some Year 8 students 
to give you an opportunity to hear what they have to 
say about this term… 
 
Student Takeover Day by Maya Noonan, 8P 
 
On Tuesday, 30 January, it was Student Takeover Day.  
Students had the chance to take over either a whole 
lesson or part of the lesson, depending on their 
teacher. This year I took part in this event for the 
second time. 
 
Last year, I took over a part of French by doing 
‘Dingbats’. This is when you guess a famous saying or 
phrase from pictures and writing which is positioned 
in a particular way. As the class really enjoyed doing 
dingbats in our SPaG lesson, I thought I would try it 
myself with French words. It was a successful starter 
activity and the class had lots of fun! 

This year, I did some German dingbats following the 
success of the French dingbats. I changed German 
phrases into Dingbats such as the word ‘Sportlich’ 
which I created by showing a picture of someone 
holding a finger to their lips (shhh!) and a picture of a 
port and finally a picture of a tongue, licking. The class 
really enjoyed this activity because it helped people 
to sound out the words and practise pronunciation. 
The teacher appreciated all of the hard work I put into 
creating them, and after spending so much time on 
them, I felt very happy watching the class work the 
dingbats out. 
 
I also took over the whole lesson in English on Student 
Takeover Day where I organised a balloon debate for 
the class. In a balloon debate, everyone is 
(supposedly) on a balloon which is losing altitude. The 

only way to stop the balloon and everyone on it from 
plummeting to their death, is to throw someone off 
to reduce the weight. Everyone in the class was in a 
pair and chose a famous author’s name out of a hat 
for their pair to be. As we were learning about 
speeches, each pair had to create a persuasive speech 
to convince the other authors in their group that they 
should not be thrown off of the balloon. In 
preparation, I created a small biography about each 
author’s life and personality to give the pairs some 
information to construct their speeches on. After 
performing their speeches, each pair voted for the 
least persuasive to be thrown off the balloon, and the 
most persuasive to perform their speech to the whole 
class. I think the class really liked this lesson because 
it was helping them with the skills we were learning 
about, whilst also being quite fun. 
 
After doing this event, I appreciate all the hard work 
and time teachers put into planning for their lessons. 
On the other hand, I also understand how rewarding 
it is to see the students enjoying what you have 
prepared and having lots of fun. I recommend taking 
part in Student Takeover Day because I believe it is a 
great opportunity to develop confidence, and also 
planning skills which could help us later on in life.    
 
Year 8 House Matches by Emily Cooper, 8A 
 
House Matches really took off this term with most 
houses, boys and girls, drawing. This term, boys 
competed in football and girls in netball. House 
Matches gave everyone a chance to join in and have 
fun with their forms. Each form had chosen a 
captain(s), their team and positions, which gave 
everybody an opportunity to participate. With 
choosing team captain(s) and teams came 
responsibility and teamwork, which I feel everyone 
accomplished highly. These are the results: 
Year 8 boys – football scores: 
1st place  Beechwood and Chiltern 
3rd place  Aldworth 
4th place  Perborough and Lowbury 
6th place  Ridgeway 
Year 8 girls – netball scores: 
1st place  Lowbury 
2nd place  Aldworth, Beechwood, and Ridgeway 
5th place  Chiltern 
6th place  Perborough 
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Governing Board Update 
 

Governors’ three core functions: 
 Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction; 
 Holding the head teacher to account for the educational performance of the 

school and its pupils, and the performance management of staff; and 
 Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its 

money is well spent. 
 
 

As the Easter holidays approach and Spring seems to 
be finally making a belated comeback, the Governing 
Board thought it an opportune moment to give 
parents an update on the varied activities that the 
team have been busy with during the Spring Term.   

As you know, we are a federation of three schools: 
The Downs School, Compton C of E Primary and 
Beedon C of E Primary. The Governing Board have 
three core functions, as listed above, and we achieve 
these functions through: 

 Six sub-committees (Teaching & Learning, 
Achievement & Curriculum, Student 
Development, Staff Pay & Conditions, 
Finance, and Planning & Co-ordination)  

 Link roles (Health & Safety, Safeguarding, 
HoF, SEND and Pupil Premium) 

 Full Governing Board Meetings  

This term saw each of our committees continuing to 
monitor their relevant areas of the School 
Improvement Plans which in turn informed various 
visits and activities. All link governors have been in to 
visit the schools this term; the Safeguarding Governor 
has been in to check that the Single Central Record 
and training is up-to-date and the annual 
Safeguarding Audits for West Berkshire Council have 
been approved; the Health & Safety Governor has 
visited all three schools and conducted his checks; 
and the newly appointed Pupil Premium Governors 
have been into all the schools.  

The board is delighted to welcome two new co-opted 
governors to the team: Adam Chantler brings a 
wealth of professional experience to both the Finance 
and Staff Pay & Conditions Committees; and Bruce 
Carnegie, whose skills and previous governor 
experience see him well placed to take on his new 
role as SEND link governor for all three schools. 

Our wonderful Chair, Emily Havers, recently stepped 
down to concentrate on other areas of governance 

including recruitment, and the Governing Board wish 
to extend their grateful thanks and appreciation for 
all her hard work. We continue to value her wise 
counsel enormously. Taking us forward to the end of 
this academic year we have elected two new Co-
Chairs - Peter Clark and Stephanie Jones who bring 
with them many years of valuable governance 
experience. 

The committee members have been busy attending 
staff forums (The Downs); learning walks (primary); 
pupil progress meetings; faculty meetings (The 
Downs); HT meetings (The Downs); work scrutinies; 
book looks; finance meetings, Achievement 
Assemblies, and the Little Shop of Horrors Musical 
(The Downs). We are continually impressed at how 
dedicated, knowledgeable and conscientious the staff 
at all levels are in our federation and the 
conversations we have with parents, students and 
pupils reflect this. As the governing board is looking 
to increase its numbers to a full complement of 
eighteen members, we have been busy pursuing 
various avenues to recruit new governors, getting in 
touch with local businesses, and various other 
local community organisations.  

We are always looking for people who are interested 
in becoming a Governor - could this be you? Are you 
interested in the education that local children 
receive? Do you have skills and commitment that can 
contribute to raising standards and wish to put 
something back into the local community?  

If the answer is yes, then please get in touch with 
Emily Havers - ehavers@thedownsschool.org.  

Look out for the upcoming election material for a 
new Parent Governor at the beginning of next term. 
The school website has a section on the governors’ 
role which has additional information and if you are 
interested in learning more.  

From all on The Downland Federation Governing 
Board, we wish you all a very Happy Easter. 
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Student Takeover Day 
 
 

 
On Tuesday, 30 January, The Downs School students 
took part in Student Takeover Day. The idea behind 
Takeover Day was to give the students responsibility 
for leading the teaching across the curriculum. 
 
Students of all ages took on the responsibility for 
teaching lessons, whether it was whole lessons or 
smaller activities within the lesson.  
 
Miss Duthie’s (Student Voice Leader) Drama students 
acted as the teacher by watching Year Twelve Drama 
performances and then giving the older students 
detailed feedback on how to improve. The students 
‘literally took the words from my mouth, as I agreed 
with all of their comments. They gave some really 
insightful feedback that I wouldn’t necessarily have 
thought of,’ said Miss Duthie. 
 
Examples of other activities included students using 
technology to develop their own online quizzes, 
recreating a restaurant to teach classmates how to 
write restaurant reviews and explaining different 
approaches to solving mathematical problems. 
 
One of the goals of Takeover Day was for the students 
to use their teaching experiences to develop their 
own understanding of their subjects. Mr Wilson 
(Deputy Headteacher), explained that ‘one of the best 
ways to learn something is to teach it. By running our 
Takeover Day in this way, we have not only given our 
students insight into what a rewarding experience it 
is to teach other people, we have also helped them 
gain a deeper knowledge of their subjects.’ 
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Year 8 Faraday Challenge – 
Rutherford Appleton Laboratory 
 
On 26 February a group of six enthusiastic Year 8 
Science students travelled to the Rutherford 
Appleton Laboratory to take part in a Faraday 
Challenge.  
 
Faraday Challenges have been running for a number 
of years, all over the country; they give students the 
opportunity to learn a bit about what Engineering is 
all about in a competitive environment! The Downs 
School team was competing against groups from 
seven other schools across the region. They had to 
develop solutions to an engineering problem, 
working as a team and sharing their skills and 
initiative. The challenge involved producing plans and 
a prototype for a new visitor attraction at Thorpe 
Park. 
 
Alex Fernandez-Sanz explains more: “The Faraday 
Trip was amazing!  We created an attraction for all 
ages by teamwork and loads of determination. 
Although we didn’t win we thought that our 
attraction was very realistic. We also got to have an 
experience about what engineering is like.” 
 
The Downs’ students did a brilliant job – they created 
a very imaginative plan and a working prototype that 
the judge and all the other schools were impressed 
by. They should be very proud of themselves! 
 
The students who participated included several of the 
Science subject ambassadors. The full group was: 
Zach Browne (8C), Jake Peto (8L), Lucy Rigby (8A), 
Haris Ali (8A), Alex Fernandez-Sanz (8A) and Luke 
Nash (8A)” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 Maths Feast 
 
There was a real buzz of excitement and anticipation 
in the school library on Friday, 9 February as Year 10 
students from schools across Berkshire, Oxfordshire 
and Hampshire settled themselves down for the West 
Berkshire Year 10 Maths Feast.  This is a nationwide 
event organised by the Further Maths Support 
Programme – a body whose aim in life is to try to 
bring the pleasure and enjoyment of maths to 
students, in the hope that they will be tempted to 
study the subject further. The students got their 
brains into gear with the Mathematical Word 
Searches which were awaiting them on their tables 
when they arrived, and then it was time for the 
“feast”.  
 
After the “Starters” (a round entitled “What No 
Words?” where the questions were posed in picture 
format) the competitors moved on to the “Main 
Course” – a problem solving round.  The practical 
round had them creating coloured cubes and finding 
pattern sequences as they rolled them around a 
variety of grids.  And then finally there was the 
“Dessert” or Hexaquiz”, which was not unlike the old 
TV programme “Blockbusters” but with mathematical 
questions of course! 
 
Eight students 
from the Downs 
School took part 
in the Maths 
Feast – Alice 
Knight, Amber 
Morrison, 
Tomas Stinson, 
Asher Dunnett, 
Joel Kilbane, 
Antoni Pilat, 
William Bailkoski and Arjun Sanghera.  Each team was 
also accompanied by an adult to help supervise and 
mark.  Our helpers were Mr Saunders and Sixth 
Former Freya Watson. 
 
The Downs School showed great team spirit and 
scored highly in all the rounds.  As a result, our teams 
gained second and third place behind the winners, 
Reading School – a really excellent result and a tribute 
to our outstanding students and teachers.  
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Year 9 News from Mr Dunne 
 
 

Year 9! What a term it has been!  
 
This year 9 term has been both a busy and successful 
one… 
 
GCSE Options 
  
Year 9 submitted their option choices and had many 
of talks about what they are to expect in Year 10.  The 
options process has been a relatively smooth one and 
all forms and re-opts have now been confirmed! Bring 
on Year 10 when the GCSE work begins officially and 
students can hone their skills into what they want 
their future to be.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

House Matches 
 
These were very much one of the wettest and 
muddiest house matches to date for Year 9 and were 
fiercely contested throughout. Both the boys and girls 
in Year 9 were commented on by the PE staff about 
their fantastic team efforts and behaviour throughout 
the tournaments, with a well done to all who took 
part. We now look forward to the summer term 
where we have the swimming gala, cricket and sports 
day events all to happen. Good luck to all teams 
involved!  
 
The School Show – Little Shop of Horrors 
 
A HUGE well done to all Year 9 who took part in this 
spectacular production! It was one of the most 
successful ones with all students and staff alike 
enjoying the talent on show! This shows how diverse 
and talented our students (especially in Year 9) are!  
 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
 
Lots of students have now been accepted and signed 
up to the Duke of Edinburgh Award run by the school 
and meetings have taken place involving all students. 
This is a fantastic opportunity for these students to be 
part of something outside of curricular time and as a 
group leader I know I am looking forward to the 
expedition weekend and seeing the students develop 
and learn outside the class room.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More importantly, what is still to come… 
 

 Year 9 exam week  

 Duke of Edinburgh practice and assessment 
weekends  

 House Matches  

 BTEC taster days for students opting for a 
BTEC in KS4  

 House charity days  
 
And much more too.  
 
I wish all of you a restful Easter and look forward to 
next term.  
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Safeguarding Children & Young People 
 
 

 
Safeguarding children and young people is the most 
important responsibility of any school. All members 
of staff have a responsibility to safeguard children 
and young people, but the following members of staff 
have the responsibility for leading on safeguarding 
across the school: 
 
Designated Safeguarding Lead: 

 

 Mr Wilson (Deputy Headteacher-        
Junior)  

 
 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads: 

 

 Miss Crocker (KS3 Student Manager)  
 
 
 

 Mrs Gayler (KS4 Student Manager)  

 

 

 Mrs Peppiatt (KS5 Student Manager) 
 
 

 
 
If you have any concerns about the safety or 
wellbeing of a child or young person, please contact 
one of these members of staff to share your concerns. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Downs School is 

committed to the safeguarding 

and welfare of its students and 

young people 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Every member of staff in the 
school has the responsibility 
to keep students safe 
 

 Every member of staff has 
been trained on what to do if 
a student makes a disclosure 
 

 Students, if you feel unsafe or 
if you are worried about 
another student being unsafe, 
please speak to the 
Designated Safeguarding 
Leads or to any member of 
staff 
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Little Shop of Horrors – out of this world! 
 
 

Staff and Students worked exceptionally hard to 
produce a show that was so polished that audiences 
literally were transported out of their seats. 
Production students showed great imagination and 
creativity to create a production crammed full of 
visual and aural delights - everything from lighting to 
sound to set to props to costume to make-up; 
everything came together to produce one of the most 
technically challenging shows to date. Every 
performer from main cast to chorus gave their 
absolute all to make this show fantastic - the audience 
showed their complete appreciation: 
  
‘I just wanted to say I thought the show was 
absolutely fantastic.  The vocals were amazing, 
together with brilliant dancing and acting; just fab 
one of the best I’ve seen! – I know I say that every 
year, but I left feeling so happy, a lovely end to the 
day.’ 
  
‘What an incredible performance, an absolute 
triumph and a real privilege to be amongst such 
talented students.’  
  
‘Please pass on my congratulations for all that were 
involved in the show….it was amazing to see the 
children (especially the ones I know) on the stage 
perform to that level and brought a tear to my eye, 
literally.  The whole thing was brilliant.’ 
  
‘Congratulations Little Shop of Horrors – what a 
triumph! Such a slick professional production from the 
tight band, great acting, fabulous songs and 
harmonies and the production team – the makeup 
and tentacles were unforgettable. Thank you it was so 
good I came to see it twice!’  
  
My heartfelt thanks go to all involved to make my 
20th Musical such an absolute pleasure to direct. 
 
Mrs B Bailey, Head of Performing Arts 
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The Perse Coding Team Challenge 
 
 

 
 
On 26 February the school successfully completed 
The Perse Coding Team Challenge. 
  
This is a prestigious nationwide competition which 
takes place annually over a one-hour window in 
February.  
 
This year’s event involved 120 teams from across the 
country, with representation from Years 7 to 10.  
Participants compete for The Braben Cup and 
monetary prizes. 
 
We are absolutely delighted with our students’ 
achievements, which are as follows: 
 
Team A: Antoni Pilat and Tomas Stinson, both Year 10 
students taking a GCSE in Computer Science, scored 
154 out of a total of 184 points (only 14 points away 
from the winning team) and came second nationally.  
They have gained a Distinction Certificate and a prize 
of £100 each. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Team B: Tally Buck and Jamie Ford, both Year 10 
students taking a GCSE in Computer Science, scored 
42 out of 184, came 58th nationally.  They have gained 
a Merit Certificate. 
 
Team C: Toren Cobrin and George Coomber, who 
were invited to participate to have a feel for the 
competition as Year 9s, had a go at the code tasks and 
gained a Participation Certificate. 
 
Opportunities such as this sharpen our students’ 
coding and overall problem solving skills, as well as 
prepare them for more challenging competitions 
(such as The British Informatics Olympiad).  
 
We are already looking forward to next year’s 
competition and hope to enter more and larger teams 
with representation across all the years. 
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Year 10 News from Mrs Meijboom 
 
 

Dear Year 10 
 
It always amazes me how quickly time flies when we 
are at school – before we know it you will be returning 
as Year 11.  Isn’t that a sobering thought?! 
 
As always, you have packed a lot into the term; House 
matches, a trip to Oxford University, numerous trips 
to Sheepdrove and RAL, Little Shop of Horrors 
performances, the Dance Show and a full week of 
examinations, to name just a few.  Nothing makes me 
more proud than when I receive glowing reports from 
staff who accompany you on trips and there has been 
lots of positive feedback this term.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was impressed with your behaviour and resilience 
during examination week.  Please remember that the 
grades you achieved in these practice examinations 
are not as important as the lessons you can take from 
the feedback you receive from your teachers.  It is 
okay to make mistakes, embrace them, just make 
sure that you do not make them again in the real 
examinations! 
 
Easter is nearly upon us and it is a time of new 
beginnings, a time to try something new or see things 
in a new light.  Sometimes it is hard not to get bogged 
down with the day to day grumbles of school life, it 
seems as if the rules are there just to irritate us and 
there seem to be no end of problems in our path.  At 
these times, it is necessary to remind ourselves that 
we can make positive changes if we work together.  
The opportunity for you to apply for a Prefect position 
is a perfect way for you to make a difference; the 
deadline for applications is Wednesday, 18 April. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I hope that you have a relaxing and well deserved rest 
over the Easter break and make time to see your 
friends and loved ones.  Try not to eat all of your 
Easter eggs in one go and lay off of X-Box and 
Snapchat -  even if it does mean you do not keep up 
with those oh-so-important “streaks” (I have just 
made a mental note to find out what these are before 
we return!).   
 
Thank you to all of you for your hard work and 
support this term.  A special thanks goes to our team 
of tutors who do a fabulous job at keeping you on 
track, sharing your moments of triumph, supporting 
you during your sad times and being an endless 
resource of patience and kindness.   
 
I look forward to seeing you all upon your return.  It is 
Y10 parents evening on Thursday, 19 April – I know 
that you will all receive eggcellent comments from all 
of your teachers! 
 
Have a cracking Easter mes petits poussins!  
 

 
 
Mrs Gemma Meijboom 
Head of Year 10 
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Year 10 GCSE Fine Art Trip to Natural History and Pitt Rivers Museum, Oxford 
 
 

 
Year 10 Fine Art GCSE students visited the Natural 
History & Pitt Rivers Museums on Friday, 23 February. 
With the launch of the mock examination 
‘Structures’, students used the visit to gather primary 
research to support their selected starting point. 
 
 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://clipartbarn.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Clip-art-easter-eggs-synkee-3.png&imgrefurl=http://clipartbarn.com/easter-egg-clipart_28734/&docid=IuFp7-SJSR3nmM&tbnid=x1hwCENe2MUtyM:&vet=10ahUKEwip4_XQg-nZAhXDL8AKHWaaAh8QMwjnASggMCA..i&w=5053&h=730&safe=vss&bih=904&biw=1280&q=easter border clipart&ved=0ahUKEwip4_XQg-nZAhXDL8AKHWaaAh8QMwjnASggMCA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://clipartbarn.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Clip-art-easter-eggs-synkee-3.png&imgrefurl=http://clipartbarn.com/easter-egg-clipart_28734/&docid=IuFp7-SJSR3nmM&tbnid=x1hwCENe2MUtyM:&vet=10ahUKEwip4_XQg-nZAhXDL8AKHWaaAh8QMwjnASggMCA..i&w=5053&h=730&safe=vss&bih=904&biw=1280&q=easter border clipart&ved=0ahUKEwip4_XQg-nZAhXDL8AKHWaaAh8QMwjnASggMCA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://clipartbarn.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Clip-art-easter-eggs-synkee-3.png&imgrefurl=http://clipartbarn.com/easter-egg-clipart_28734/&docid=IuFp7-SJSR3nmM&tbnid=x1hwCENe2MUtyM:&vet=10ahUKEwip4_XQg-nZAhXDL8AKHWaaAh8QMwjnASggMCA..i&w=5053&h=730&safe=vss&bih=904&biw=1280&q=easter border clipart&ved=0ahUKEwip4_XQg-nZAhXDL8AKHWaaAh8QMwjnASggMCA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://clipartbarn.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Clip-art-easter-eggs-synkee-3.png&imgrefurl=http://clipartbarn.com/easter-egg-clipart_28734/&docid=IuFp7-SJSR3nmM&tbnid=x1hwCENe2MUtyM:&vet=10ahUKEwip4_XQg-nZAhXDL8AKHWaaAh8QMwjnASggMCA..i&w=5053&h=730&safe=vss&bih=904&biw=1280&q=easter border clipart&ved=0ahUKEwip4_XQg-nZAhXDL8AKHWaaAh8QMwjnASggMCA&iact=mrc&uact=8


 

Dance 
 
 

Rock Challenge On Monday, 5 February Dance and 
Production students travelled to Stevenage Lifestyles 
to perform their piece titled Pollution and the Planet.  
The piece explores how technology is taking over our 
planet and the performers expressed this through the 
use of complex contemporary and hip hop 
choreography.  
 

 
 

We had a fantastic team of performers that worked 
together with the designers to create the set, 
costume, music and lighting.  
 

 
 

After a very long day of rehearsals and a performance 
in front of a large audience, The Downs School were 
awarded excellence in the following areas: 
choreography, music production and lighting.  
 
Rock Challenge Competition was an incredible 
experience for all students involved and they 
thoroughly enjoyed having the opportunity to 
perform and compete against other schools.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dance Show The Downs School annual dance 
showcase took place on the evening of Monday, 26 
March.  
 
A collection of dance performances took place 
including BTEC and KS3 assessments, individual BTEC 
solos, students’ own choreographies, Junior Dance 
Company, Rock Challenge performance and two 
numbers from Little Shop of Horrors.  
 
The technical team worked incredibly hard to set up 
stage, sound and quality lighting designs whilst the 
dancers performed with professionalism, 
commitment and style. The whole team collaborated 
together to create a successful evening performance 
that showcased some of the amazing talent of 
students at The Downs School. 
 
Miss O’Reilly, Teacher of Dance 
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Year 11 News from Mrs Wilding 
 
 

I write this with great sadness knowing that this is the 
last newsletter entry I will write for you as Head of 
Year with you still in school under my care - it seems 
only yesterday I was taking you on as a new Year 10 
and now the end is in sight! In a few weeks’ time you 
will be off on Study Leave and I won’t get to see all of 
you every day, something that is both exciting and 
emotive (although I’m looking forward to the peace 
and quiet!). It seems a long time off but soon it’ll be 
time to celebrate on Results Day. The Mock Results 
Day in January was a good indication of where you all 
stand – and a great opportunity for me to play more 
of The Greatest Showman soundtrack.  
 
Pretty much all of you have clear ideas of what you 
are going to do next and many have had their 
admissions interviews for TDS or other Sixth Form 
places. Others have been sorting courses at college, 
apprenticeships or getting ready for exciting new 
adventures in their area of interest. I just hope that 
you are all making the most of these interviews/ 
opportunities and showing the relevant people how 
good you are. Well done on the mature and highly 
efficient way you dealt with the various application 
processes, it bodes well for the way you’re going to 
approach the next stage of your journeys. 
 
I knew the school show, as always, was going to be 
good but I completely underestimated how good. The 
calibre of acting, dancing and singing across the board 
was beyond compare but (and I may be biased here) 
the Year 11 performers stole the show for me! Seeing 
you on stage singing your hearts out is one of my 
proudest moments and I can only imagine how your 
parents felt! I particularly loved the dresses and I 
hope I can borrow one for Prom! 
 
My Head Leadership team, senior prefects and the 
rest of the leavers’ committees continue to impress 
and work hard on the Yearbook and Prom (hoodies 
will be ready for the celebration assembly). Make 
sure you get your payments in on time as you don’t 
want to miss out on any of these! The book will be a 
precious keep sake for the rest of your life and Prom 
will be an unforgettable memory for everyone. 
 
The exams are only a few (school) weeks away and 
the majority of you are already working to make a 
difference to your results. The BTEC Media resit 
results came back recently with some great 
improvements! A large proportion of you are also 

trying to get your creativity together.  The art exams 
are swiftly approaching and I wish you the best of luck 
– if your coursework is anything to go by the final 
pieces are going to be truly astonishing. There are 
MFL oral assessments, drama/dance performances 
and coursework deadlines galore over the next few 
weeks so this is your chance to make some important 
and positive changes to any grade you’re not happy 
with. The final set of progress reports may have given 
us all the best idea of what to expect in the summer 
but are not your final grades!! You have time to make 
changes right up until you walk out of that exam hall 
at the end of the exams! 
 
Please remember that exam season is a tough time 
and myself, your tutors, teachers and Mrs Gayler are 
here to help: whether it’s to answer questions; 
support exam queries or provide tea and tissues while 
you have a cathartic cry then so be it. All I ask, is 
please don’t stress and worry alone – speak to 
someone! You may find that everyone else is feeling 
the same too and you can help each other through it. 
 
Here are the final set of the important dates for Year 
11 for the last few months: 
 
Leavers’ Celebration Assemby:  Tuesday, 8 May 
Exam Study Leave starts:   Wednesday, 9 May 
Year 11 Prom:   Friday, 22 June 
GCSE Results Day:   Thursday, 23 August 
 
It’s been a long and difficult road but you’ve already 
made me proud over and over again and whatever 
grades you get in the summer will just add to that. I 
only ask for you to do your best and you should make 
sure you make yourselves proud above everything 
else! I look forward to tears and cheers of joy and 
excitement in August and not ones of sadness! 
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Year 11 GCSE Media – Harry Potter Studio Tour 
 
 

This term Year 11 GCSE Media students experienced 
a magical trip to the Warner Bros. Harry Potter 
studios. The behind-the-scenes tour offered insight 
into sets, props and fantastical costumes of the movie 
franchise. For the first time, students were able to 
defy Dumbledore's orders and step foot in the 
Enchanted Forest where they could control the 
weather, dodge an army of gigantic spiders and meet 
a full-size model of Buckbeak. The film studios are a 
fantastic place for our Media students to learn about 
the creativity, organisation and skill involved in big 
budget movies.    
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Year 11 Fine Art GCSE V&A Trip 
 
 

To launch the AQA Fine Art GCSE Examination paper 
Year 11 Fine Art students visited the Victoria & Albert 
Museum in London on Tuesday, 9 January 2018. 
Students gathered primary research in the form of 
photographs and sketches to support their chosen 
project directions. Museum staff shared how 
impressed they are with our students’ behaviour and 
readiness to learn. 
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Sixth Form News from Mr Hogan 
 
 

This is such an important time of year in many aspects 
for the Sixth Form, with Year 13 rapidly moving 
towards exams season, Year 12 starting to shape their 
future plans after Sixth Form, as well as many Year 11 
students (from The Downs and beyond) attending 
their Sixth Form Admissions Meetings.  
 
The mock exams in January provided Year 13 students 
with a clear opportunity to gauge where they are 
presently in their learning and this was enhanced by 
the information provided on their latest Progress 
Reports, which were sent home at the end of this 
term.  
 
The two weeks of the Easter holidays offer such a 
fantastic opportunity for these students to conduct a 
huge amount of revision and to really embrace the 
final push towards the exams. All students should by 
now have a structured and realistic revision plan for 
their evenings, weekends and the holidays. As well as 
revising subject content this plan should also include 
sessions for completing and practicing exam 
questions, as well as break times and reward times for 
completing particular sections of revision.  
 
I know that all the Sixth Form teaching staff are keen 
to assist in any way they can so students should be 
using these opportunities as much as possible over 
the last few months of their time in the Sixth Form.  
It is so important for our Sixth Formers to remember 
that being organised and having a clear plan of action 
can go a long way to relieving feelings of stress and 
worry about the exams ahead. The Sixth Form Team 
are here to offer support, guidance and advice to all 
our students throughout the year but even more so 
at this time of year, and we would encourage any 
student who would like to discuss any exam stress 
issues to pop into the Sixth Form office and have a 
chat.  
 
We have had some great outcomes for our Year 13 
students who are planning their life after Sixth Form. 
We processed a record 128 UCAS applications 
covering over 42 different course subjects this year. 
Over 60% of students have been offered a place at a 
Russell Group University. The growth in the appeal of 
Higher and Degree Level Apprenticeships continues 
at an impressive rate, and a number of our top 
students are pursuing this well-respected path after 

Sixth Form instead of the traditional route of 
university.  
 
Whilst Year 12 students have already started using 
Unifrog, our university and apprenticeship software, 
we are in the process of planning our action packed 
‘After 18’ day for July which will kick start their 
journey towards the next stage of their lives.  
 
Outside of the classroom Sixth Formers have been 
busy this term as well. They have run a Mental Health 
campaign; there have been trips for Geography, 
History, Media, English, Maths, Drama, Biology and 
more, as well as Careers and Apprenticeship shows; 
insight days at Vodafone, interview workshops and 
CV workshops; Year 13 took part in the last ever 
House Matches; and it was wonderful to see so many 
Sixth Formers performing and working backstage in 
this year’s fantastic school show!  
 
New Head Girl/Head Boy 
 

 
 
I am very excited to announce that Freya Watson and 
Joel Collier have been appointed as our new Head Girl 
and Head Boy. Molly Bell and Oliver Ward will be our 
new Deputy Head Girl and Deputy Head Boy. I am 
very much looking forward to working with all our 
new student leadership team over the coming year 
and believe Freya and Joel will do an outstanding job 
in their new roles. Congratulations to them all. 
 
The Sixth Form team would like to wish all our 
students the very best of luck for their summer exams 
and to wish everyone a very Happy Easter. 
 
Mr P Hogan 
Head of Sixth Form   
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Student Voice 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My name is Alex and I am one of the student voice 
leaders in Year 13; this is just a brief summary to 
inform you all on how well everything is going for the 
student council at the moment, and to update you on 

the changes and policies underway.  
 
The school council has continued to work hard 
together as a team; we have seen the benefits of this 
through the progress we have made and in our 
positive outcomes. Throughout the Autumn term we 
have held two events: the Christmas fair, and a hot 
chocolate and bake sale where we were pleased to 
receive plenty of support. These events combined 
raised a total of £275 for the school council alone, 
with extra going to Save the Children. This term we 
have a dedicated fundraising team focusing on raising 
even more funds.  Following the success of the 
previous hot chocolate and bake sale we will do the 
same again due to popular demand, only this time 
with an Easter twist! 
 

Another focal point this term is within our student run 
assemblies; we are establishing a set of assemblies 
with a variety of topics to suit different year groups 
focussing on current events and affairs that are 
important to young people. Alongside this, following 
multiple student requests, we are also working with 
teachers to enhance the use of online platforms such 
as ‘showbie’ and ‘show my homework’ an extremely 
useful way to set and upload homework tasks, share 
slideshows and a platform in which teachers can 
effectively share any work from previous lessons - 
particularly useful for revision.  
 
 
 
 
 

A group of council members have also been working 
closely with the canteen staff to look at the range of 
food available and feeding back the views of the 
students. This has become an excellent partnership 
and we have begun to see the students’ views taken 
on board already. 
 
Another focus of the council are school policies and 
providing teachers with our views as students about 
the school’s vision and aims, and working with them 
to make them relatable to us. We were asked to vote 
as students whether we would like to change the 
colour of the uniform so that we were all wearing the 
same colour. We decided as a whole school that we 
wanted to keep things the way they are.  
 
The Year 11 council members are planning on 
organising wellbeing and relaxation sessions in the 
run up to GCSE exams as they want to aim to relieve 
the stress and worry that they might be feeling.  
 

As you may also be aware, a big, exciting change that 
is underway is the creation of a new house, which will 
be created for September 2018. As the school council 
we have been very busy sharing our ideas on a new 
name and tie colour. The whole of school has been 
voting on this as well as teachers, so there should be 
some exciting news to come… 
 

Thank you for your time, I hope you are just as excited 
about all of the work we have been doing as we are 
and I look forward to updating you on our future 
progress.  
 

Alex and the Student Council team 

 

 

Make a difference  

Have your voice heard 

Run by the students  

For the students 
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Careers Update 
 

In January, new Statutory Guidance was released in 
relation to Careers in Schools. The main focus of these 
guidelines are the Eight Gatsby Benchmarks relating 
to Good careers practice: 

 A stable careers programme 

 Learning from career and labour market 
information 

 Addressing the needs of each pupil 

 Linking curriculum learning to careers 

 Encounters with employers and employees 

 Experiences of workplaces 

 Encounters with further and higher education 

 Personal guidance 
 
The school already works to ensure best practice, and 
continues to develop all these areas. 

 
Personal Guidance.  The school offers independent 
impartial advice to students through Adviza, 
supplemented in school by support from key staff.  All 
Year 11 students explored their future pathways with 
tutors during the January Mentoring Day. 
 
In-depth one-to-one careers interviews took place for 
many Year 11 and 6th Form students.  Any questions 
on this can be sent to:  careers@thedownsschool.org.  
Adviza have also led CV workshops for groups of Year 
11 and 6th Form students. 
 
Experience of Workplaces.  In partnership with 
Diamond Light Source, Rutherford Appleton 
Laboratory ran a “Computing Your Future” careers 
event for Year 9 students. Computing is a vital part of 
all of the experiments at the laboratory and the day 
showcased a variety of opportunities that studying 
computing makes available.  Students also took part 
in a carousel of hands-on workshops, a visit to the 
laboratory’s visualisation facility, a tour of Diamond 
and a careers fair over lunch.  
 
The Year 10 students participating in the Take a 
Chance programme, facilitated by Education 
Business Partnership, completed workshops at 
Vodafone HQ.  The workshops covered Learning 
Styles, Presenting for Impact and Time Management.  
The final workshop takes place next term. 
 
Vodafone Insight Day. Taking place at Vodafone 
Headquarters in Newbury, a group of Year 12 
students had the opportunity to improve their 
personal and employability skills with the support of 
business professionals from Vodafone.  The 

workshop included Digital Footprint and Social 
Media awareness, top tips for CVs and interviews, a 
tour of the site and an App Challenge. 
 
Work/life Skills.  A group of Year 9 and 10 students 
took part in a workshop from The Watermill Theatre 
and Education Business Partnership.  This aimed to 
increase work/life skills and help students to 
recognize their own strengths to prepare them for the 
workplace.  The session covered teamwork, voice 
impact, positive thinking and presenting. 
 
Apprenticeship lunchtime event.  Local employers 
were available in The Old Library for students to talk 
to over one lunchtime in January.  All the employers 
had vacancies for apprenticeships starting this year, 
and were also available to answer questions from 
younger students about future opportunities. 

 
A group of Year 12 and 13 students visited the 
National Apprenticeship Show at Sandown Park.  
This Show brings together over 100 employers, 
colleges and providers for those wanting to find out 
more about what apprenticeships can offer.     
 
Future Education Options.  Year 11 students 
interested in going to Newbury College after GCSEs 
were able to visit the college and tour the facilities, 
talking to some of the teaching staff.   
 
A group of Year 10 
students visited 
University College, 
Oxford. This was a 
chance for them 
experience 
University life first 
hand, and 
appreciate the 
potential opportunities available to them in the 
future.   The day included an introductory talk, tour of 
the college, taster session and a chance to talk to 
undergraduates. 

Mrs P Allum, Careers Coordinator 
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PE 
 
 

Sport Ambassadors 
 
Our two Sport Ambassadors, Oscar Bean and Phoebe 
Hoaen, attended a Berkshire training day at Theale 
Green school. They were welcomed to the day by a 
very inspiring Graham Edmunds. The double 
Paralympian gold medallist shared how he came to 
compete at the Paralympics, his desire to win and the 
challenges he came to face.  
 
The students then took part in a series of workshops 
learning about their role and gaining some practical 
ideas that can then be used back at their schools. 
Both Oscar and Phoebe found the day amazing and 
have come back with many new ideas to try. 
 
House Matches – Netball 
 
Junior Trophy Senior Trophy 
 
1st: Lowbury 1st: Lowbury 
2nd: Beechwood 2nd: Beechwood/Perborough 
3rd: Aldworth   
4th: Ridgeway 4th: Ridgeway 
5th: Chiltern 5th: Chiltern 
6th: Perborough 6th: Aldworth 
 
House Matches – Football 
 
Junior Trophy Senior Trophy 
 
1st: Lowbury 1st: Chiltern 
2nd: Chiltern 2nd: Lowbury/Ridgeway 
3rd: Beechwood 
4th: Aldworth 4th: Perborough 
5th: Ridgeway 5th: Beechwood 
6th: Perborough 6th: Aldworth 
 

 
 
 
 

Swimming 
 
Sixteen Year 7 girls took part in a swimming gala at 
home against Downe House.  We had a lot of close 
races and the girls did themselves proud especially as 
the majority of them had never swum in a 
competitive gala before.   
 
Netball 
 
Results from the Autumn Term Netball League: our 
Year 9 squad finished in 3rd position and our Year 8 
squad finished in 5th position.  There were ten teams 
in both leagues.   
 
Year 7 Girls’ Football 
 
The girl’s Year 7 football team took part in the ESFA 
Tournament. They qualified for this by winning the 
area tournament before Christmas.  They finished in 
4th position winning 1, drawing 3 and losing 2.   
 
They also played Theale Green and the Y7/Y8   9-a-
side team beat Theale 5-0. And the Y7/Y8 5-a-side 
team beat Theale 22-4. 
 
Year 10 Boys Football 
 
A heavily weather affected season has meant that we 
have only played two matches so far.  Our first game 
was the county cup as far away in the east end of 
Berkshire as it was possible to play (vs Ditton Park). 
 
The game was punctuated by a litany of errors by 
both teams, some exquisite dribbling from Tommy 
Boyd and a fantastic own goal by one of our players! 
We alternated the scoring with Ditton, coming back 
from 0-1 to 1-1, then so on up to a final result of 3-4. 
Jack Cannons scored two and Oli Llewellyn 1 for us, 
but a ‘standard goal’ for them was followed by a GK 
own goal, a penalty which was missed then re-taken 
and scored, before the ‘clearance’ from our left back 
(who is right footed and uses his left foot to balance 
on!) who, in valiantly trying to execute a right footed 
clearance on the left side of his body, slotted the ball 
neatly past his own ‘keeper and into the net. The 
hilarity with which this was greeted allayed the 
potential criticism which might have been passed on 
and the boys’ spirits were not dampened by either 
the defeat or the lengthy trip home. 
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Second match was vs St Barts. We were outplayed on 
a really heavy home pitch and were sailing to a clear 
defeat by conceding 4 goals with none scored in retun 
when we got to the last 8 minutes when Tommy Boyd 
turned on the afterburners to run the Barts team 
ragged for a few minutes, setting up chances which 
were well taken by Tom White, Connor Pryor and 
then by himself, with a cut inside and a curling shot to 
the top right hand corner. What a shame that we 
started playing 8 minutes from the end of the game 
when it lasted 70 in all. The team are showing greater 
potential than previous years and deserve credit for 
the way in which they show resilience in bouncing 
back from adversity to challenge the opposition up to 
the end of a game. 
 
Year 9 Boys football 
 
County Cup vs Easthampstead Park – lost 1-3 
 
A really close game which was there for the taking but 
not seen off as we might have hoped. 
 
In a battle between the opposition attack and our 
defence, we held firm for long periods and the game 
was heading for a 1-1 draw until the last 5 minutes, 
when two goals were scored against us. Fin Hubert 
and Toby Guest were bossing the midfield and 
creating chances for the strike force who couldn’t 
quite force the ball home. Our defence, with Jack 
Furnell a strong presence in goal, James Legg, Jos 
Willetts, Oli Gregory and Reece Brandon all holding 
their own, it gave scope for the attack minded players 
to drive through the midfield and attack the 
opposition goal. Unfortunately, we didn’t have our 
shooting boots on that day so couldn’t get back into 
the game so late on so this proved the difference 
between the teams. 
 
League vs JoG Won 2-1. 
 
Another close game result wise but the score 
flattered our opponents somewhat in a game where 
our dominance was not rewarded with the hatful of 
goals we should have scored. 
 
The two that we did score were by Alex McLaughlin, 
forcing home from a close range ricochet and Toby 
Guest, thrown up front in a last ditch attempt to 
create something, where he took the ball past the 
keeper to prod home for close range. 
 
Fin Hubert was the class act on the team and his 
probing passes and first touch showed others how to 

manage difficult heavy conditions with ease. His 
sniping runs were supported by ‘H’ Drake and Jacob 
‘Gillie’ Gill on the wings and Ethan Hill through the 
midfield. A good shift was also put in by Callum 
Hewstone from the subs bench and Jos Willetts was a 
willing combative option in defensive midfield. 
 
A game we should have won more comfortably but a 
win, none the less and sets us up for what we hope 
will be a successful final pool game against Trinity, if 
we can find a suitable date. 
 
U15 Girls rugby – County Games at Bisham Abbey 
 

We took a squad of players to the National Sports 
Centre at Bisham Abbey for the annual County Games 
Championship U15 Girls Rugby. 
 
Seven teams took part from all round the County and 
with varying degrees of experience of playing the 
game. This competition was a full contact 10s 
competition, which suited our physical set of girls.  
We played matches against: 
Maiden Erlegh (won 3 tries to 1), Windsor Girls school 
(lost 4-5), Denefield (Drew 5-5), Park House (Won 8-
0), Blessed Hugh Farringdon (drew 3-3) and The Holt 
(won 5-4). 
 
Tries rained in during every game, and our attacking 
game was excellent throughout, creating chance after 
chance for a total of 28 tries. We conceded 18 (just 
too many to enable us to win the competition 
outright) but also made some timely tackles and 
strong rucks and mauls as the games unfolded. 
 
Try scorers were: Ellie Armstrong (8), Kira Barton (7), 
Driver-Jones S and L (5 between them), Sophie 
Wheadon (3), Tash Poulter (3), Hannah Lee (1). 
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Final results were misleading in that we were 
awarded bronze medals for 3rd place overall but 
discrepancy with the calculations has resulted in an 
appeal being lodged (result awaited), which should 
see us elevated to a likely runners-up spot. 
 
The girls worked incredibly hard all afternoon, with 
no breaks between games and a total of 84 minutes 
of rugby (some players played every minute). They 
have done the school proud and deserve the medals 
they received for their work. Well done! 
 
Cross Country 2018 
 
County Championships  A very cold, wet day runners 
had to cope in the worst conditions for many years at 
Newbury Showground. 
 
Summary of results: U13 Girls – Fran Bailey (18th), U17 
Boys – James McLaughlin (13th) - represented 
Berkshire in the Inter-counties Championships. 
 
District Championships U15 Boys – 3rd Nick Nunn, 
11th Jake Murray, 14th Josh Sirs (all Year 8s) 3rd team 
U15 Girls – 8th Livvy Bevan, 14th Lucy Draper 3rd team 
U17 Boys – 1st James McLaughlin, 6th Oscar Clark, 10th 
Stuart Bladon, 13th Rhydian Watson  2nd team 
U17 Girls – 8th Caitlin Nowell, 14th Lucy Blair, 15th 
Melina Patrinos, 18th Phoebe Hoaen 2nd team 
U19 Boys – 3rd Charlie Morris 
U19 Girls – 2nd Rebecca Visser 
 
Individual Successes 
 
Lexie Waller swam in the British Championships in 
Edinburgh. She competed in back stroke and freestyle 
events, qualifying for the final in the 200m back 
stroke. 
 
She was up against Olympic swimmers in this race and 
finished not only a highly creditable 6th overall, but 
she was also the 1st junior and has qualified for the 
European Junior Championships later this year. What  
fantastic achievement! 
 
Stuart Bladon has continued from his successful 
summer of athletics, where he qualified to represent 
England in the Combined Events Home International, 
where England finished as runners up. 
 
He has finished 4th in both National Indoor 
Championships this winter and has set a series of 
improved personal bests, including in his first foray 
into the pole vault, where he has increased from 

2m70 to 3m 46cm in a matter of weeks! He is looking 
good for the outdoor season, where he will be hoping 
for further international recognition. 
 
Charlotte Aird competed at her first ‘Just for Schools’ 
competition last month in the Teams 1.00m League 
Class at Wellington Riding Centre. Riding for The 
Downs School, Charlotte and her pony Blue Boy V 
jumped an impressive double clear to ensure a great 
start to their campaign. 
 
Speaking afterwards about her performance 
Charlotte said “Blue Boy V acts like a donkey until the 
bell rings and then his ears prick forward and he turns 
into a little showjumper with springs in his feet. I love 
jumping him because he has the most amazing jump 
and I feel like we’re flying!” 
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