
 

                                   
Admissions Form: Guidance on Parental Consent Section    

 

Permission to use Images and Names 
As a school, we seek to celebrate and recognise our students’ achievements through the use of publicity, both as 
a means of building individual self-esteem and ensuring that our students and the school receive recognition in 
the wider world.  Part of this is using photographs, sometimes video, and text to publicise events including creating 
displays and presentations within the school, publishing to our school web site and Twitter and issuing press 
releases. 
 

Our general policy, when publishing images, is not to associate student names with images and only using first 
names if referring to students.  However, if for example, a student has won an individual award then it is sensible 
to publish a photograph and mention that individual’s name.  Media, such as newspapers, insist on our supplying 
both first and last names of students featured in a press release, unless a large number are involved. We would 
therefore, on these occasions, use both images and full student names. 
 

If more than a very small number have permission withheld, it can make it almost impossible for us to use any 
images of students as the majority of them are activity or group shots and we have to identify and check each 
clearly shown student and, if only one does not have permission, the group image cannot be used. We are however 
aware that, for a very small number of students, publicity, particularly beyond the immediate school community, 
may be unwise for legal or family reasons and therefore we seek permission and check our records before 
publishing any material.  
 

We are very appreciative of your support and understanding and therefore would wish you to give permission, 
unless there are overriding reasons, thereby ensuring we can properly celebrate student and school achievements.  
We are committed to keeping the content on our broadcast channels updated frequently. 
 

Permission for PE Fixtures 
The Downs School P.E. Programme aims to introduce students to a wide range of physical experiences, thus 
providing the skills, knowledge and understanding, which are essential for their future participation and 
achievement in physical activity. 
 

The PE Department regularly runs a series of fixtures with other schools for a variety of sports. These involve 
practice sessions and matches both at school and other locations. Where students attend an away fixture, they will 
travel by minibus or coach.  Team members are selected on the basis of commitment and ability. The school will 
inform parents of when and where such fixtures will take place and the time at which they will start and finish.   
Please note some of these fixtures may take place during the school day.  When a student attends a PE fixture, a 
parent/carer must always be contactable in case of an emergency. 
 

Please sign and return the relevant section of the admissions form to allow your child (should they be selected) 
to take part in these events whilst a student at The Downs School.  
 

Code of Conduct for Blended Learning 
The Code of Conduct for Blended Learning will come into operation in situations where the school has to use 
remote learning as its method of teaching.   
 

Responsible Use of the Internet 
As part of student curriculum enhancement and the development of ICT skills, The Downs School provides access 
to the Internet, and this will be supervised wherever possible. Students are able to exchange email with partner 
schools and research information from museums, libraries, news providers and other suitable websites as part of 
their programme of learning. 
 

There have been concerns about students having access to undesirable materials, and we take positive steps to 
deal with that possibility. Our Internet access is provided through a web filter, which is configured to monitor and 
restrict content so as to protect the user from inappropriate or harmful material. In addition to this, email content is 
monitored. All our screens are in public view and, as stated above, access will be supervised wherever possible. 
Parents/carers will be aware of the need to support the positive use of Internet access at home.  
 

The ICT Code of Conduct is available to view on our website..  Please read it carefully before signing the 
relevant section of the admissions form.  There can be VERY SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES to misuse of ICT, so 
please ensure that your son/daughter also reads this set of rules as they must comply with the school’s ICT 
Policy. 
 


