
Remote classwork – further guidance 

Since remote learning began, I know that a number of parents and students have expressed concerns about feeling 

overwhelmed at times, both by the volume of work set and not always being sure how to navigate the Show My 

Homework platform effectively.  I’d like to emphasise again that the main thing at this extraordinary time is that 

everyone should just try to do their best and be kind to one another.  That said, I will be asking staff to make some 

changes to how we set work from Monday the 11th May which should hopefully makes things a little easier for 

everyone.  

Setting of work: 

From Monday the 11th May, all work set in SMHK should have a clear start and either completion or submission 

date.  Some subjects may set work on a lesson by lesson basis.  If they do, this work will have the same start/end 

date for each lesson.  Other subjects may set work to be completed across a week, but there should be clear 

guidance about when work should begin/end, how to break it down into lessons and how long to spend on each 

section. 

All classwork that does not require the teacher to check and/or assess it, will be recorded as a flexible task in 

SMHK.  When recorded as a flexible task, submission dates do not apply.  Instead there is an expected completion 

date.  Once this date passes the task will no longer be visible on your child's ‘To do’ list. 

All classwork that requires submission for checking/assessment will be set as if it is a homework task as usual, with a 

required submission date and method.  Please encourage your child to pay careful attention to how work should be 

submitted (the submission method) as there are various ways teachers might request students to hand in work.  

Please also be aware that due to how we are currently working, some staff may set lessons for classes other than 

their own teaching groups.  Children should always submit work to their regular, timetabled class teacher 

regardless of who has set them the work.  If in doubt, please ask your child to check their school timetable to find 

out which teacher they should be contacting. 

Student/teacher communication 

Teachers will endeavour, wherever possible, to make themselves available to students during regular timetabled 

lesson slots to assist with work and offer support, however please be aware that the nature of this assistance and 

how it is presented may differ from teacher to teacher due to individual circumstances.  To make communication 

between students and their class teachers easier, please encourage your child to contact staff through the Microsoft 

Teams software wherever possible.  A quick guide to using this software is here should you need it: 

Microsoft Teams - Quick start guide 

Volume of work 

From next week, I will be asking staff to set approximately 45 minutes of work per lesson, to give children a little 

more flexibility and breathing space for each hour of learning.  If open ended tasks are set, teachers will explain the 

maximum amount of time that they would like students to spend on work to help manage expectations and any 

feelings of being overwhelmed. 

Use of attachments 

Where possible, teachers will also try to group resources into one document for ease of viewing across devices and 

convert to a pdf. for the same reason.  They will also attempt to issue plain black and white resources to speed up 

home printing and reduce costs if you wish to have paper copies of resources for your child. 

Help with how to use Show My Homework 

If you or your child are having any problems using the Show My Homework app, please check to see if is updated to 

the most recent version first of all, as this should resolve common issues such as not being able to view attachments.  

https://pulse.microsoft.com/uploads/prod/2020/03/Microsoft_Teams_Quickstart.pdf


Please may I also suggest that wherever possible you view your child’s assignments on a desktop or laptop, as when 

viewed on a larger screen you can use the left hand menu shortcuts to see all work in a calendar format, which 

should make it easier to see what needs to be done and by when. 

Useful Show My Homework links: 

If you have any further questions about how to use Show My Homework, they have a range of helpful 

documentation on their website that you can access by using the links below: 

Help for students 

Help for parents  

Comments 

If you require any other help at all, please do contact us.  We want to help and support you and your child as much 

as we can and we know how challenging this time is for everyone.  Most of all, please reassure your child that we 

care about their wellbeing and that they shouldn’t worry unnecessarily about work at this time.  If they are 

struggling, we will help them, and if they fall behind, we will catch them up.  They just need to get in touch to tell us 

how we can best support them.   

https://help.teamsatchel.com/en/collections/1695417-students
https://help.teamsatchel.com/en/collections/1695420-parents
https://help.teamsatchel.com/en/articles/2905112-comments

