
 
 

 

           August 2020 

Dear Student 

Further to receiving your provisional results from the examination boards, you can apply to see your 

centre assessed grade (CAG), rank and the assessment data used by the school to calculate your CAG.  

There are a few exceptions as follows: 

 Where the cohort is 8 or less students, you cannot see your rank as this would compromise data 

protection for other students 

 The school was not asked to provide CAG’s for BTEC qualifications  

Where there is a difference between your examination board grade and your CAG, it is helpful to 

understand the process which has taken place. The grades that we submitted were our best assessment 

of what you would have achieved if you had taken examinations. However, the examination boards then 

applied a ‘standardisation model’ so that the distribution of grades awarded this year is consistent with 

those awarded in other years at a national level, and this process inevitably results in some centre-

assessed grades being adjusted. 

This process is aimed at ensuring fairness and consistency between students in different years and in 

different schools and colleges so that, for example, it does not result in more students nationally being 

awarded higher grades this year when compared to cohorts in previous years. It is done to ensure that 

this year’s grades are as valid as in any other year. 

However, we understand it may feel confusing and unfair to you where there is a difference between a 

centre-assessed grade and the final grade awarded by the examination board. We can reassure you that 

your teachers approached the task of assessing grades with the utmost diligence, and that they felt the 

grades submitted were a fair and accurate reflection. As mentioned above, the final grades awarded by 

the examination boards are the product of a nationally applied process, aimed at ensuring that your 

grades are consistent with those of students in other years, and therefore have equal value.  

If you would like to access this data after the publication of results, please email 

exams@thedownsschool.org.  This process is being administered by the Examinations Office and SIMS 

Office on behalf of the Head of Centre and the Data Protection Officer.  For data protection reasons, 

requests must be made by students and not parents.  Teaching staff are aware of the regulations 

surrounding data protection, so please do not contact them directly, as they will not be able to provide 

this information. 

If you would like to request this data because you are trying to secure a university place, please contact 

the school by Tuesday 18  August and the school will provide this within 7 working days.  Non urgent 

requests for this data will be processed at the start of term in September. 
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OFQUAL have confirmed the allowable grounds for appeal for students for the Summer 2020 examination 

season as follows: 

 an administrative error was made when submitting your centre assessment grade and rank order 

to the awarding body 

 you feel you have evidence of bias or that you were discriminated against when the school 

calculated your CAG; you could also pass such evidence on to the awarding body who could 

investigate for potential malpractice 

 the centre will not support you in seeking any information the awarding body holds in relation 

to how your final grade was calculated 

At the time of writing, the examination boards have not confirmed the processes or costs for bringing an 

appeal.  This information will be available on request after results’ days.  Dissatisfaction with the grades 

issued by examination boards does not constitute grounds for appeal, unless there is evidence that there 

has been a technical error by the centre or the board.  Remember that if you choose to appeal your grade, 

it can go up, down or stay the same.  The deadline for appeals is 17 September 2020. 

There will be an opportunity to take A Level and GCSE examinations in the autumn series or in summer 

2021 for any students who wish to do so.    Timetables and fees will be available around the middle of 

August.  BTEC Examinations will be available in January 2021. 

QFQUAL have produced a student guide which you may find helpful: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/9

04344/Student_Guide_Summer_2020_20200728_1233_-_access.pdf 

We are conscious that this has been a difficult and anxious time for you as a result of the disruption 

caused by the coronavirus pandemic. If you would like any further support or information, please do get 

in touch, so that we can arrange for you to speak a member of staff. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

E Thomas 

 

Mrs E Thomas 

Examinations Manager 
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