
 
 

 

 
SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2019 

 
Welcome to the summer issue of the 
newsletter. This will be the final printable 
version of the newsletter, as all school 
news in future will be communicated via 
the ‘news and events’ section on our 
website www.thedownsschool.org  The 
news pages of the site are updated on a 
regular basis, so please visit them to find 
out what has been happening in and 
around school. The Headteacher Blogs will 
continue via email next term.  
 
This academic year has gone incredibly 
quickly, and our Year 11 and 13 students are 
now enjoying their summer break. We had 
fantastic leavers’ events for both groups, 
and myself and members of staff enjoyed 
sharing the event with them. They have 
grown into amazing young adults with their 
own unique personalities and array of 
talents.  I wish them all the best of luck for 
their exam results in August and look 
forward to seeing them on results days 
which are as follows: 
 
A Level Results  
Thursday, 15 August 2019 at 8:00am-
10:00am 
GCSE Results  
Thursday, 22 August 2019 at 9:00am-
10:30am 
 
I would like to also congratulate Ben C and 
Eleanor H who have just been announced 
as the new Year 11 Head Boy and Head Girl 
from September.  
 
We held our Rising Year 7s and Sixth Form 
induction days at the end of June. Both are 
incredibly busy events, designed to give a 
flavour of life at The Downs School. It was 
encouraging to see so many of our Year 11s  
 

 
return along with a number of new faces 
from other schools in the area. The rising 
Year 7s met their form tutors for the first 
time and started to form new friendships 
with students from the various local 
primaries who will all join us after the 
summer break. 
 
The Ridgeway played host 
to 89 of our Year 9 
students, who successfully 
completed their two-day 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
expedition on a very hot 
June weekend. I was 
incredibly proud when I 
heard that six of our students put their 
expedition on hold temporarily when they 
came across a cyclist who had fallen from 
her bike and was injured. The students 
tended to the lady’s injuries and then 
helped her to a safe location where she 
could be collected and taken home. Well 
done to them for being excellent 
ambassadors for the school.  
 
Sports wise, our annual sports day was won 
by Perborough, and the swimming gala by 
Aldworth. House charity days have seen 
students paying a £1 donation to their 
chosen House charities to wear non-
uniform, with students using their own 
initiative to set up a variety of stalls at 
lunchtime selling cakes, sweets and even 
homemade slime! Myself and other 
members of staff got roped into a ‘Splat the 
teacher’ event where students paid money 
to throw wet sponges at us, and I then 
turned barber to shave the heads of three 
Year 7 students, Tim, Ed, Jack who raised 
over an incredible £600.00 for Helen and 
Douglas House charities.  

http://www.thedownsschool.org/
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We are continually working hard to make 
our school environment as stimulating as 
possible so that it enhances the excellent 
learning that takes place.  The Design Arts 
contribute enormously to this by lining our 
corridors with the superb art produced by 
older students.  Visitors to the school 
regularly comment on its quality and how 
talented our students are.  This year the 
Design Arts Faculty have produced a 
‘Summer Exhibition’ of exam group work 
for 2018-19, please see page 14 for the link 
to the exhibition. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the Design Arts 
Faculty for all their hard work. 
 

As we conclude this 
term we come to the 
end of an era by 
celebrating the 
retirement of Mrs 
Snelgar. Throughout 
her 35 year illustrious 
career in education 
she has consistently 
proven herself to be a 

creative and inspirational teacher.  Since 
joining the Downs in 1998 she has been a 
real asset to the RE department, always 
willing to give her time and maintaining a 
genuine desire that RE will enrich students’ 
lives. It is fair to say that Mrs Snelgar is held 
in high regard by both students and 
teachers alike and will be sorely missed.  
We all wish her a very happy and restful 
retirement. 
 
Chris Prosser 
 

 
Headteacher 
 
New members of the Senior Leadership 
team 
 
Mrs Jackson – Assistant Headteacher, 
Ethos and Achievement at KS3 
Mrs McDowell – Assistant Headteacher, 
Director of Teaching School* 
Mr Mullarkey – Assistant Headteacher, 
Teaching & Learning, Innovation & CPD* 
 
 

New Starters 
 
Mrs Chapman - Head of Dept, Business 
Studies* 
Mr Jani - Maths teacher* 
Ms McLoughlin - Maths teacher* 
Mr Ball - Music teacher 
Dr Bevan - Science teacher* 
Dr Brown - Science teacher 
Miss Jaaqar - Social Science teacher 
Mr Evans - RE teacher 
Mr Bartlett - Humanities teacher* 
Ms Hearsum - Head of Dept, Computer 
Science** 
Mrs Rigby - Modern Foreign Languages 
teacher* 
*will start in September 
**will start in November  
 
Leavers 
 
Dr Hockedy - Geography teacher (NQT) 
Miss Jefferies - Music teacher 
Miss Kermode - Humanities teacher 
Mrs Lavasani - Head of Dept, Applied and 
Business 
Mrs McClure - ICT teacher 
Mrs Millar - Director of Teaching School 
Mr Richardson - Science teacher 
Mr Saunders - Maths teacher 
Mrs Snelgar - RE teacher 
 
We would like to that the staff that are 
leaving for all their hard work and support. 
We wish them well in their future 
endeavours.  
 
 
Information and dates for your diaries 
 
*The 2019/20 academic year begins on 
Wednesday, 4 September when Year 7 
and Year 12 return. Years 8, 9, 10, 11 and 13 
return to school on Thursday 5 September.  
 
*Did you know that we have a school twitter 
page? Follow  us on @TDSCompton for 
news and information.  
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Miss L Francis 
Head of Year 7 
Teacher of History and Politics 
 
 
What a year! As I'm writing this, it will have 
been just over a year since you all came on 
your two induction days and time has flown 
by.  
 
This term has been such a busy one, with 
House Performing Arts, cross curricular 
week, school council applications among 
so many other things. You all have 
impressed me so much with all the 
fantastic things you have achieved and 
there should be a special mention for Ed, 
Jack and Tom, who shaved their heads for 
the Ilsley house charity, raising over £600.  
 

So many of you are taking part in so many  
wonderful extra-curricular activities both in 
and outside of school. Kyle P in 7P has 
been making a huge impact on the 
Motocross front, winning 2nd place for his 
age group.  
 
Cross curricular sounded as though it was 
absolutely fantastic. I had such positive 
feedback from your Olympics day where 
you all took part and really ran with the day 

- I even heard some of you bickering as to 
which country was the best to be in. Last 
Wednesday we had such a fantastic day 
out at HMS Victory, and I had the pleasure 
of being with Ridgeway for the day. I was 
blown away by how much all of you valued 
the experience of being on the ship and 
can't wait to read some of the creative 
writing pieces you will have done.  
 

 
 
The thing I have adored seeing this year is 
how well you work as teams, I think that 
from 209 individuals who only knew a 
handful of people coming into the school 
you have gelled so well as tutor groups and 
a year group. There is nothing more I love 
to see than when you are all working 
together, chatting or playing sports as it 
reminds me that you all value each other. I 
have come to know so many of you this 
year and I am working on getting to know 
the rest of you. I am so glad to be taking 
you all into Year 8 and facing the new 
challenges together.  
 
Have the most amazing summer, have a 
rest and relax.  
 
See you in the new year!  
 
Miss Francis  
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Year 8 News from Mrs 
Wilding  
 
And just like that…. It’s the end of the year! 
How quickly it’s gone by and now we are 
only weeks away from moving into Year 9, 
how did that happen? I feel I know the year 
group well now and I have begun to get to 
know individuals really well. I look forward 
to finding out more as we continue up the 
school together. I’m excited for the 
Celebrating Success Assembly and getting 
to recognise all the amazing achievements 
and hard work from this year.   
  
I continue to be amazed by students’ 
willingness to go above and beyond and to 
give their all to an activity. Just in the last 
few weeks we have had presentations in 
assembly, another phenomenal bake sale 
click here, and – after some rain issues – 
the final batch of highly competitive House 
matches. Plus, the various activities for the 
charity days and cross-curricular days and 
the ambassadors who are flying the flags 
for their subjects. 
 
The ski trip, as promised, turned out to be 
the most wonderful experience and I don’t 
think I have properly got over how much I 
enjoyed it. Not only in regards to the 
progress that the students made on the 
slopes across the week but also for the way 
they behaved and presented themselves. 
My highlight, as it was for all the staff, was 
the karaoke and I genuinely got emotional 
watching the whole group up and singing 
and dancing together – it was a truly 
special moment that I will always 
remember. Certainly something to look 
back on in the leaver’s assembly in Year 11! 
 
It seems like I get to have lots of special 
moments with this year group as I recently 
watched the final presentations from the 
students who have been working on EEPS 
all year…and I was blown away. Not only by 
the standard of the presentations and the 
confidence the students showed, but also 
by the sheer range and complexity of the 
topics they chose. From growth mindset to 
the civil rights movement, designing and 

making a dress to the land speed record 
and even what makes a good book. I could 
go on but all I want to say is: I’m so proud 
of each and every student that carried out 
a project this year and you should be 
immensely proud of what you achieved! A 
massive thanks to Mrs Seath and all the 
staff and parents who helped students on 
their projects during the year too. 
 
Even though we are nearly at the end of the 
year we have really enjoyed the last few 
exciting events: sports day, swimming gala, 
PDP day and House Performing Arts to 
name a few. So there has been no time to 
rest as there have still been housepoints up 
for grabs, trophies to be won and team 
work to be participated in! 
 
Have a lovely summer, stay safe, get lots of 
rest and I look forward to seeing everyone 
again in September; ready for a new year! 
 

 
 
The Year 8 ski 
trip 
 
 

 
 
 
EEP students get ready for their 
presentations 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thedownsschool.org.uk/406/news/post/88/cake-sale-raises-funds-for-macmillan-cancer
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Miss Bermingham 
Head of Year 9 
 
Here we are…the final half term of the year 
group’s third year at The Downs! It is hard 
to believe that the cohort is now embarking 
upon the next phase of its journey: Key 
Stage 4 and GCSEs. 
I am proud to be the Head of Year to a 
range of brilliantly confident and 
considerate Year 9 students! From offering 
endless support at Parents’ Evenings and 
applying to be Year 10 Student Mentors, to 
showing kindness and compassion by 
continuing to support the Beehive charity 
initiatives ran by Mrs Seath (9P Tutor) and 
Evie B (inspirational Year 12 student), the 
students in Year 9 continue to add 
significant value to the school community.  

 
 
Evie  talks about the Beehive Charity during 
an assembly.  
 
The true nature of the Year 9 cohort has 
been displayed this term through a range 
of activities and events: 
 

• There has been excellent team 
effort when participating in the 
House matches and House 
Performing Arts;  

• Superb behaviour and conduct 
whilst representing the school on 
the Thorpe Park trip for cross-
curricular Day;  

• Students have shown care for the 
community whilst helping a 
member of the public, in need of 
assistance during the Duke of 
Edinburgh expedition;  

• Sports Day allowed students to 
exhibit tireless effort (particularly 
from students stepping up to race 
at the last minute) and acts of 
kindness from some thoughtful 
students (especially when peers 
needed additionally support and 
encouragement);  

• There has been extraordinary  
commitment and hard work during 
the application process for Year 10 
student mentors (which displays 
true independence and a real desire 
to support the lower years). 

 
The cohort (students and tutors alike) has a 
lot to feel very proud of!  Year 9: have a 
wonderful summer and come back 
refreshed and recharged to start Year 10 
off in the best way possible! 
 
Miss Bermingham 
 
 

 
 
 
Some of the Year 9s in action on sports 
day. 
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Mr Dunne 
Head of Year 10 

 

 
 
Well that went quick! What a year it has been and it’s crazy to think that this time next year 
your son/daughter will be at home having finished their GCSE exams, waiting for August when 
they get their results.  
 
It was a jam-packed year with many high moments for all. The success of the peer mentor 
scheme has been incredible, and all involved have thoroughly enjoyed the experience they 
have received.  
 
Another success was the recent appointment of Eleanor H and Ben C for Head Girl and Head 
Boy with Chloe B and James H appointed to Deputy Head Girl and Deputy Head Boy. These 
students will be running a team of senior prefects and will look to create change in many 
areas of the school including house matches and the way we recycle.  
 
The Year 10s have recently completed their last cricket and rounders House matches and 
also their last sports day, I hope that these events have and will create life long memories for 
all.  
 
Once again House Performing Arts was upon us and it was fantastic to see so many Year 10 
students talking leadership roles here and running, creating and designing routines for their 
Houses.  
 
Music has been another huge strength too this year with many of the students participating in 
assemblies, concerts and representing the school with passion and pride. We will miss Ms 
Jeffries hugely from our Ridgeway form/ tutor team, and wish her all the luck in her new 
adventure.  
 
There are so many more areas I could talk about that I hope students this year will appreciate 
in time: careers events, House charity days and other House matches to name a few. With all 
this in mind the end of their time in school uniform here at The Downs will come around 
quickly.  
 
I hope all students have a productive and fulfilled summer and wish all a relaxing time off.  
Let’s hit the ground running in September, start as we mean to go on and reach our full 
potential in our GCSE year.  
 

 
 
  
From left to right: Head Boy, Ben, Head Girl, Eleanor, Deputy Head Boy, James and Deputy 
Head Girl Chloe. 



 
 

 

Mr Hogan 
Head of Sixth Form 
 
The summer term is a busy time in the Sixth 
Form. In fact, every term is a busy time in 
the Sixth Form! The Yr13 exams, the Yr13 
Prom, Careers Days for Yr12, University 
Open Days, Inductions Days for the Rising 
Yr12 cohort involving team building 
icebreakers and engaging taster lessons, 
as well as our present Yr12 sitting their End 
of Year exams preparing them for the 
rigour of Yr13, and completing their work 
experience. There is never a dull moment!  
 
The Induction Days were a great 
opportunity for the new Yr12 cohort to 
make new friends, experience A level and 
BTEC teaching, and to gain an insight into 
life at The Downs Sixth Form. It was great 
to meet so many students across those two 
days and we look forward to welcoming a 
bumper crop of new students from 
surrounding schools to the Downs Sixth 
Form in September. We wish all our 
present Yr11 students and the students 
joining us the best of luck for results day.  
 
The Yr13 Prom was a fantastic evening at 
the magnificent Newbury Racecourse. It 
was great to see all the Yr13 students 
looking wonderful, with the girls in their 
stunning evening gowns and the boys in 
the smart black tie dinner suits. The 
location was stunning and the weather was 
perfect which added to the evening. It was 
a really fun evening and great to see so 
many staff and students on the dance floor 
at the end of the night. A fitting farewell to 
a truly fantastic bunch of students.  
 
Our present Yr12 students have started 
planning for their futures by registering 
with UCAS and continuing to use Unifrog to 
research university courses and 
apprenticeships, and we held our annual 
‘After 18’ day in mid-June where students 
had sessions with a variety of universities, 
apprenticeship providers, and Gap year 
options, as well as a large number of our 
wonderful alumni who returned to share 
their experiences of life after Sixth Form.  
Students that are unsure about their future 
have a selection of support options 

available, whether it be having a meeting 
with Mrs Waller, our University and UCAS 
expert or Mrs Peppiatt, our Work and 
Training expert, or by completing a 
psychometric test to link their areas of 
interest to potential careers.  
 
I am pleased to announce our new Head 
Boy and Girl who are Alec A and Laura B. 
Laura is our first Head Girl (or Boy) to be 
elected having only joined The Downs at 
the start of Yr12, which is an impressive feat. 
I am sure you will enjoy their contributions 
to the newsletter. I am looking forward to 
working with the whole student leadership 
team in the year ahead. Alec and Laura will 
be giving speeches at key events in the 
school calendar such as Open Evening and 
Presentation Evening, and well as 
representing the student body in meeting 
with myself and the Senior Leadership 
Team. The student team will be publishing 
a termly magazine; running regular social, 
charity, and sports events; working with 
staff to reflect on teaching and learning 
within the Sixth Form; organising the Prom; 
assisting with running the school council; 
assisting with running key whole school 
events; as well as supporting students in all 
year groups particularly in Key Stage 3. It is 
always great to see students wanting to 
take responsibility and to give something 
back to the school and I am sure this group 
of students will make a real impact on the 
experiences of students across the whole 
school.  
 
It has been another great year in the Downs 
Sixth Form and I am sure that our students 
will reap the rewards of all their hard work 
on results day. For the third year running all 
students that applied to University have at 
least one offer, and yet again we have a 
fantastic number of students applying for 
apprenticeships across a wide range of 
professions. This is a credit to the students 
and their determination and resilience 
throughout an often stressful and 
challenging time in their lives.  
 
I wish everyone an enjoyable, relaxing and 
sunny holidays! 
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Sports Round up 

 

Mr Colling and Ms Miller-Cook 
 
Sports Day Highlights 
 
Year 7 
Sean S secured two clear victories in 200m and discus. Sean is a real prospect for the future, 
and his victories followed a county championship win in the discus the previous week.. 
Overall, the team event was very close with Lowbury victorious on 182 pts, Aldworth 2nd with 
181 and Ridgeway 3rd on 180! Isabel M justified her regular training schedule with two first 
places (800m and 1500m) and a 2nd in discus. She is a strong prospect for the future with 
continued application. 
 
Year 8 
Felix T secured three wins in the 800m and 1500m (using his endurance gained from his 
swimming training) and discus. Felix was also a joint winner of the Victor Ludorum trophy.  
Noah D won high jump by 20cm with a 1.40m clearance. Poppy A won the javelin event by 
over 10m from the next thrower with a distance of 24.19m. 
 
Year 9 
Jake M won the 800m and 1500m and was 2nd in high jump. There were two wins and a 2nd 
for Livvy B (800 and 1500m wins and 2nd in javelin). Great sportswomanship was shown by 
Ella C who, after a mix up in the 1500m as to the number of laps run, allowed a co-runner to 
take her place in 2nd despite overtaking her on the final straight. 
 
Year 10 
Toby G confirmed his place as the top sprinter with wins in both 100 and 200m. Oli G won the 
shot in customary style with 11.36m. He also won the 400m and was 3rd in the 800m. 
The clear senior Victor Ludorum winner was Lucy D, with three wins in 300m, 800m and 
javelin. Her real class was revealed when she came to politely enquire as to why she hadn’t 
won the cup despite having been the only one to have won all three events in the category. 
 
Results table 
Category 

/ 
Position 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 

Junior 
Trophy 

A’worth 
763 

P’borough 
727 

L’bury 
719 

Ridgeway 
677 

Chiltern 
671 

Bwood 
623 

 Ilsley 
338 

Senior 
Trophy 

P’borough 
760 

Chiltern 
709 

L’bury 
683 

B’wood 
672 

Ridgeway 
667 

Aldworth 
614 

 

Overall 
Trophy 

P’borough 
1487 

Lowbury 
1408 

Chiltern 
1380 

Aldworth 
1377 

Ridgeway 
1344 

B’wood 
1295 

Ilsley 
338 

 
 
Athletics  
The recent Year 7 county Athletics event saw us field a strong team and we walked away with 
two medals, Sean S was 1st in discus and Tom B was 2nd in javelin. These were outstanding 
results, with the boys going up against the best athletes in Berkshire. 
Three students qualified for the prestigious English Schools Athletics Championship last 
weekend. Taking place at the Alexander Stadium in Birmingham in front of a 12,700 capacity 
crowd, Stuart B competed in the 110m hurdles event, Phoebe H in javelin and Sophie W in 
discus. I am delighted that Phoebe finished in 3rd place in the javelin, with all her throws over 
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40m, Stuart ran two personal bests in the 110m hurdles on his way to the final, where he 
finished 6th overall, Sophie also reached the discus final and finished in 8th place overall. 
Congratulations to them all.  
 
Swimming 
The girls’ teams have had some great races recently in the galas against Park House, Kennet 
and Downe House. In year 9 Livvy B won her races in breaststroke and freestyle, Beth L won 
her freestyle race, and Juliette W won her backstroke and butterfly races. Year 7 student 
Seren D won her breaststroke race. 
The annual school swimming gala was another great event, involving all year groups and 
taking place throughout the morning and into the early afternoon. There were some extremely 
competitive races and the results are as follows: 
 
Boys 
1st – Aldworth 
2nd – Perborough 
3rd – Beechwood 

Girls 
1st – Aldworth 
2nd Perborough 
3rd Chiltern 

 
Therefore the overall winners were 
Aldworth, with Perborough in 2nd place and 
Lowbury taking 3rd. 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
Rounders 
We have had a great set of results from all 
four teams.   
 
Willink 
Y7 Downs School lost 19-9. 
Y8 Downs School lost 23.5 to 3.5  
Y9 Downs School lost 14.5-9  
Y10 Downs School won 23-13.5  
 
Theale Green 
Y7 Downs School won 13.5-11.5 
Y8 Downs School won 9-5. 
Y10 Downs School won 18.5 -2. 
 
Kennet 
Y7 Downs School won 17.5 - 10, 
Y8 Downs School won 14-11. 
Y9 Downs School won 32-10,  
Y10 Downs School won 29.5-21.5 

 
 

 
 
Year 7 finished 
runners-up in 
their league, 
losing out to St 
Barts in the final, 
and the Year 8s 
ended the 
season third 

overall, losing out 
to a finals place 
after St Barts 
snatched victory 
away.  The Year 9 
team won 11.5-6 
in the semi final 
against St Barts, 
but unfortunately 
lost to The Willink 
school in the 
finals.  

 
Our Year 10s beat Park House 6-4 in the 
semi finals and  in  a nailbiting final the girls 
emerged victorious, beating Kennet School 
14-13.5. Well done to all the teams.  
 
(pictured – left, the Year 9 team, above, the 
Year 10 girls and the Year 9 team.) 
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Summer Term in (and out of) the 
Library  
Mrs Berger 
 
Every year we invite students with a 
demonstrable love of reading to shadow 
the Carnegie Medal.  This involves reading 
one book each week for 
eight weeks, the books all 
being shortlisted for the 
Carnegie Medal, one of 
Britain’s most highly 
regarded prizes for books 
for children and young 
people.  The group met 
weekly in the library with 
English teacher Mrs Cox 
and librarian Mrs Berger, 
where we shared our 
opinions and hotly 
debated the books and 
our opinions of them. 
 
 
The shortlisted stories were set against a 
mixture of backgrounds, from suffragism, 
via the English Civil war, 19th Century 
Philippines, New York, Slavic folklore, 
Washington to a land of talking toys.  Three 
of the books were told in free verse, a 
writing technique new to several readers.  
The great thing about shadowing is you 
read books which you would not normally 
choose, but find you quite like – it opens 
the mind. 
 
Kennet School in Thatcham hosted the 
Carnegie Conference, where students 
from seven local secondary schools spent 
the day together discussing the books, and 
preparing presentations for the book they 
wanted to win the medal.  All eight of our 
shadowing group joined this conference 
and worked in mixed groups – both of ages 
and schools.  It was fantastic to see how 
quickly students got to know each other 
and to work collaboratively.  The groups all 
delivered presentations (involving drama, 
artwork, readings and PowerPoints) on the 
book they wanted to win.  The winning 
presentation at the conference was The 
Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo, which was 
most fortunate, because a week later the 

Carnegie Judges announced that the 
medal would be awarded to the same 
book. 
 
Comments from students attending the 
conference: 
 

“It was a fantastic day” – Aisling 
H Year 9 
 
“I really enjoyed this school trip 
because it was very different to 
others.  I was slightly hesitant to 
go as I did not like meeting new 
people but they were all really 
nice – especially the people in 
my group.  During this trip, we 
got to talk to loads of people 
with similar interests, which was 
great because not many of my 
school friends like reading.  
Also, we made a presentation 
about why the book we chose 

was the best of the Carnegie shortlist.  
Then, everyone voted on which team was 
the best…my group won!  I enjoyed being 
able to see another school library; their 
library is so big and has so many books!  
However, I think the best thing about this 
trip was being able to talk to other people 
about your favourite books and finding that 
they love them too!  When I went to the 
Carnegie conference I was in the middle of 
doing an EEP (extended project) about 
what makes a book great, so this trip 
helped me because I found out lots of 
pupils’ opinions.  I hope to do this trip again 
next year and thank you Mrs Berger for 
taking us!” – Georgie P, Year 8. 
 
“I really liked attending the Carnegie 
conference at Kennet School.  Being with 
other people with the same love for books 
was wonderful.  Working in a small team 
of people who had a similar attitude to 
learning made me feel included.  I loved it 
and had lots of fun.  I used lots of planning 
and team working skills and I think our 
poster was successful in promoting our 
favourite book “A Skinful of Shadows”, one 
of the Carnegie finalists.  I really want to go 
next year and participate again.”  Ruth C, 
Year 8. 
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Careers Update 
Mrs Allum 
 
Careers in the Curriculum 
Over the past academic year, each faculty 
has held a career subject week where 
students have been encouraged to think 
about how subjects are specifically related 
to the world of work, from journalism in 
English to intercooler engine design in 
Maths.  As part of this programme, local 
employers also visited classes, for 
example, employees at BMW Mini visited a 
number of Year 7 and 9 classes to talk 
about how Maths is used in their workplace. 
 
Experience of the Workplace 
Year 10 students undertook Work 
Shadowing placements; spending their 
time finding out about the business and the 
jobs undertaken by the people that work 
there.  There was a huge variety of 
employers visited, ranging from an RAF 
base to the Watermill Theatre, offering 
students the opportunity to find out about 
the world of work.   
A number of Year 12 students have also 
arranged work experience placements to 
explore future options.  This builds upon 
their visit to Vodafone earlier in the year, 
with an opportunity to explore in more 
depth a sector they are specifically 
interested in. 
 
Employability Skills 
The Take a Chance programme 
completed its final workshop.  Over the 
past twelve years, the scheme has offered 
a number of students from West Berkshire 
Schools a chance to develop a range of 
employability skills, while working 
alongside, and learning from, Vodafone 
staff.  The school wishes to thank Vodafone 
and Education Business Partnership for the 
opportunities this offered students. 
 
Future Pathways 
Year 12 students participated in an “After 
18: Your Next Step” Day.  They participated 
in a series of activities in order to consider 
the options available to them after Year 13.  
This year local employers BMW Group, 
Cisco and Stryker and representatives from 

Sussex University and Gap 360 gave 
students an overview of their 
apprenticeship, further education and gap 
year opportunities. Former students also 
returned to Sixth Form to give students 
first-hand experience of life after The 
Downs School.  The fifteen former students 
(see pic below) are studying subjects as 
diverse as law, neuroscience and 
psychology at university, completing 
apprenticeships with Vodafone and 
engineering companies or pursuing 
internships with Oxfam.  They participated 
in a ‘speedy careers’ event, an interactive 
session where students spent a few 
minutes with each alumni, with the 
opportunity to ask questions and hear 
about their experiences.  
 
 

Year 12 students have also had the 
opportunity to attend a Careers Fairs at 
Bradfield College; “Broaden Your 
Horizons” offered the opportunity to talk to 
people from a number of universities and 
companies with school leaver and 
apprenticeship schemes. 
 
Exploring Your Future 
Year 7 and 8 students had the chance to 
meet with a wide range of organisations to 
try hands on activities and talk to 
employers and education providers about 
the options available to them when they 
are older.  Students also updated their 
individual careers action plans on Grofar, 
the on-line package used in school, and 
researched different jobs to allow them to 
start thinking about their skills and interests, 
and how they can influence future 
decisions. 
Students interested in careers in health and 
life-science careers had the opportunity to 



 

12 
 

attend a HealthReach Workshop, an 
exciting new outreach offer based at the 
University of Reading.  HealthReach is 
designed to support access to relevant 
careers and courses by inspiring, raising 
awareness and engaging young people. 
The workshops offered interactive and 
experiential healthcare simulation 
scenarios.   After a presentation, there were 
different ‘stations’ for students to 
undertake a variety of hands on activities.  
 
Careers Advice 
Year 10 students have started to attend 
interviews with Activate Learning, the 
independent careers advice company 
used by the school. These interviews will 
continue in Year 11 so that every student 
has the opportunity to talk to an 
independent adviser about their Post-16 
options. 
Students in Year 10 and 12, who had signed 
up with Adviza, undertook the Morrisby 
Psychometric Profile.  The on-line 
assessment was followed by an interview 
with a trained adviser to assist students 
with future career decisions. 
  
 
 
 
The Downland Teaching School 
Alliance 
 
As you know, Compton Primary School has 
been designated by the Department for 
Education as a Teaching School with Mr 
Prosser as its Executive Head. The Downs 
School works very closely with Compton 
Primary School on this aspect. 
 
What is a Teaching School? 
Teaching Schools are good or outstanding 
schools which have chosen to cover three 
main functions in education in addition to 
the normal work of a school. These are 
Initial Teacher Training, Continuous 
Professional Development for all school 
staff and School to School support. 
 
 

 

Other News … 
 
*A team of students from Year 7 won a 
Bronze medal at the annual District Quad 
Kids Athletics Championships at Park 
House school in June. 
 
*Highlights of this year’s House Charity 
Days included the ‘Splat the teacher’ and 
‘Keepy Uppy’ games that were organised 
by the students. For ‘Splat the teacher’, 
students paid 50p to have the opportunity 
to throw three set sponges at members of 
the teaching team, who took the soaking in 
good spirits! 
 

 
 
 
 
Initial Teacher Training 
Over the last three years we have trained 
or are training about 60 teachers, mainly in 
the secondary sector but this academic 
year we have now launched a primary 
training programme as well. Nearly all 
these teachers have gone on to work in the 
local area – some at The Downs School, 
but some have gone to other areas where 
there are severe shortages of qualified 
teachers. Our current cohort have all done 
very well and have all have found their first 
teaching post locally to start in September 
2019.  
 
Over 20 prospective teachers, both primary 
and secondary, attended our induction day 
at The Downs and have signed up to begin 
their training in September. 
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Our secondary partners are Kennet School 
and St Barts alongside a growing number 
of primary schools.  
 
Our next venture is the introduction of the 
Postgraduate Teaching Apprenticeship – 
we are working closely with Oxford 
Brookes University on this new route into 
teaching. We are hoping that this will 
increase the number of potential teachers 
by providing another salaried training route. 
 
If you are interested in teaching to be a 
teacher and have a degree or are studying 
for a degree do please contact us at the 
school. There are generous bursaries for 
many secondary subjects to support you 
while training. 
 
Continuous Professional Development 
This is a way of ensuring the development 
of all our school staff. We contribute to the 
West Berkshire Newly Qualified training 
programme – and again link with Oxford 
Brookes to do this alongside qualified 
Specialist Leaders of Education (practising 
teachers with a specific designation in a 
specialist area of education).  
 
We have also held primary INSET days 
attended by over 250 teachers overall and 
are currently involved in supporting maths 
training at primary level. Over 500 teachers 
have benefitted from our training over the 
years. 
 
School to School Support 
Specialist Leaders in Education also 
contribute to these projects by spreading 
their own expertise and experience with 
less experienced colleagues. 
We have SLEs at both primary and 
secondary level. This system also ensures 
that there are more opportunities for 
current practising teachers to develop their 
own practice across our schools and allows 
us to celebrate the great teaching found in 
West Berkshire.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Over the last three years we have 
trained, or are training about 60 
teachers, mainly in the secondary 
sector. This academic year we have 
now launched a primary training 
programme as well.” 



 
 

 

Talented artists work on display 
 
Key stage 4 and 5 students’ artistic talents are being showcased through a Summer Exhibition 
of their work. Mrs Palmer, Head of Design Arts Faculty has brought together work from 
students studying Fine Art GCSE, A Level Fine Art and Design Technology and Resistant 
Materials GCSE. The work incorporates various artistic mediums including acrylics, 
watercolour and pencil drawings alongside physical items including chess boards and 
jewellery boxes. 
 

 
 

 
Please click here to view the complete exhibition. 
 
From the Governors 
 
In May we were delighted to be invited to 
take part in the Year 9 More Able Day 
review and several governors attended.  
 
As always we were impressed by the co-
operation of staff (to have their lessons 
interrupted!) and the politeness and 
willingness of the individual students to 
answer our questions. The culture of 
engagement from the students, attention 
to lesson tasks, maturity and respect over a 
range of subjects was very heartening to 
see. This reflects the continued enthusiasm 

and dedication of the staff. The pride in 
work seen the More Able students' books 
was also very evident. 
 
We always find it rewarding to see the 
'school in action' at first hand and to be able 
to gather our own evidence from such 
visits, which enables us to support the work 
of the school. It was interesting and 
informative to see the school through the 
eyes of the NACE (National Association for 
Able Children in Education) advisor who 
was there to support and advise the staff. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://thedowns.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Summer-Exhibition.pdf?ts=1562846716331
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Design Technology 
Mrs Edwards 

 
A-Level Product Design students from The 

Downs School awarded Silver, Bronze, Highly 
Commended Awards. 

 
 
 
Students from the Year 12 A- Level Product Design class made it as finalists in the National 
School Starpack Design Awards. 
 
Robbie B, Rachel C, Zoe C, Max F and Toby R were all shortlisted within the competition. 
The Starpack Awards was created to introduce young people to the design process and 
provide them with an early introduction to STEM industries 
 
Students from the A-Level Product Design class focused on developing their research skills 
with running focus groups at the local Compton Primary school, their findings converted into 
design portfolios and prototype products. 
 
Further to shortlisting, Toby was given a Silver award and Robbie a Highly commended 
award for their water reusable water bottle designs. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
                            

From left to right: Silver Award winner Toby, and Robbie with his Highly Commended award. 
 
 
The students were invited to attend the awards ceremony at the Institute of Materials, Minerals 
and Mining’s Headquarters in London on Wednesday 26 June and were taken on the London 
Eye.  
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Dance Review 
Miss Duckham 
Teacher of Dance and Deputy Head of Sixth Form 
 
We are always busy in Dance here at The 
Downs School and wanted to take this 
opportunity to summarise all that we have 
achieved this year. 
 
 ‘House Dance’ Competition – 

Wednesday 17 October 
2018  
We were really excited to 
host the second House 
Dance Competition which 
is now held on alternate 
years with House Music. 

The event is led by Sixth Form students 
and gives the opportunity for students 
across all year groups to showcase their 

talents, especially after 
all their hard work and 
rehearsals. We had so 
many memorable 
performances and 
keepsake moments 
that highlight the talent, 
passion and creativity 
we have amongst us, 
all presented with a 
healthy sense of 
competition. The 
overall winners were 
Perborough who 
performed a group 

dance, a trio and a duet with the addition of 
a live ‘Perborough choir’ to complete the 
overall production. Well done to all 
students who rehearsed, performed and 
represented your house, you should all 
hold your heads high and 
keeeeeeeeeeeep dancing!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Choreography Challenge 
 
On the 7 November 2018 we travelled to 
The Corn Exchange to perform our piece 
titled ‘Home’ as part of a dance platform 
organised to showcase the final 
choreographic pieces developed during 

September and October. We have a strong 
connection with The Corn Exchange and 
this event organised by the Learning and 
Participation Department was another 
positive dance experience in our home 
town. Our dancers worked with Steph 
Townsend, a local dance artist, who taught 
them material and set them various 
choreographic tasks during workshops in 
school in order to develop a contemporary 
piece of choreography. All of the 
performers participating in this opportunity 
were Year 10 BTEC Dance students and 
ultimately achieved the following; 

• Explored their creativity. Build 
important life skills such as 
resilience, responsibility and 
communication. 

• Contributed their own ideas to a 
group piece, developing their 
teamwork skills. 
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• Had an opportunity to celebrate 
their achievements with other 
schools and groups. 

• Developed their own physical and 
choreographic skills. 

Man Made - Thursday 29 November 
Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have been 
working as part of ‘Limitless’, our boys 
dance company. As a company we were 
invited to participate in ManMade 2018. 
ManMade is an all‐male youth dance 
platform delivered by ZoieLogic in 
partnership with venues and organisations 
who have an interest in developing male 
dance in their area. ManMade is an annual 
event in Newbury and culminated in an 
evening performance at Arlington Arts. Our 
performance was the result of hours of 
hard work, learning new moves and 
developing our material in the studio during 
October and November. We loved taking 
part in Manmade and have done so for five 
years now! 
    

 
 
Break Out – Tuesday 23 
January 
We were very excited to be 
invited to perform at ‘Break 
Out’, a dance for local 
schools to share both 
curricular and extra‐

curricular work, organised by Trinity 
School. The event was held at Arlington 
Arts, which is a great space to perform 
dance and was a perfect opportunity for 
both curricular and extra-curricular dance 
students to perform for a live audience in a 
theatre setting. This was invaluable 
experience for their assessment 
performances later on in the school year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dance Show – Thursday 4 April 
Dance students across 
the school had been 
working towards the 
school dance show 
since September and 
finally their time in the 
spotlight came to 
fruition in April. Years 10 
& 11 studying Level 2 
BTEC Performing Arts 
Dance were examined 
during this performance 
as well as performances 
from a variety of extra-
curricular dance clubs including ‘Limitless’, 
our boys dance company, the whole 
school Dance Company and some of the 
pieces created as part of our involvement 
in local dance projects. There was also an 
opportunity to enjoy some extracts from 
Key Stage 3 curriculum work which was 
led by our wide pool of dance 
ambassadors. 
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A successful year for Student Ambassadors 

Our ambassadors have 
been busy this year, 
working on various 
projects and initiatives 
across the subjects, 
including English, Modern 
Foreign Languages, PE, 
Dance, and Social 
Sciences. English 
Ambassadors have led 
creative writing sessions, 
and are in the process of 
preparing to judge the 
creative writing 
competition which was 
launched across the 
summer. They visited the 
Pitt Rivers Museum as 
inspiration for their own 
creative writing, and also 
led a teachers’ spelling 
bee! - (never mind, Mr 
Prosser!). The Year 9 and 
10 modern foreign 
language ambassadors 
have been visiting Year 7 
and 8 lessons to act as 
conversation assistants 
working in small groups. 
This has been hugely 
successful with both the 
students and 
ambassadors asking for 
the sessions to be 
repeated in future. They 
have also been involved in 
leadership of the Year 5 
International day. Our PE 
students helped run a 
netball festival for local 
primary school children 
and officiated at sports 
day and the swimming 
gala. Year 10 student Anna 
K attended the Youth 
Sport Trust’s 2019 Girls  

Coaches camp earlier this 
year when she learnt 
leadership skills and how 
to coach a range of 
activities, and 
subsequently led an eight 
week multi-sports club for 
Year 7 students.   

The dance ambassadors 
have been busy preparing 
for next year in their 
weekly meetings. The 
current Year 9 students 
are choreographing 
material to lead and teach 
Junior Dance Company. 
Year 8 students are busy 
planning a piece to teach 
to Year 7 and 8 students 
next year in the style of 
contemporary and lyrical 
dance, and some very 
courageous and forward 
thinking Year 7 Dance 
ambassadors who have 
noticed a gap in our extra-
curricular dance provision 
have been working away 
to create two new dance 
clubs for September, one 
which will cater for 
students who love 
dancing but are too 
nervous to join a fully-
fledged, large group of 
experienced dancers. All 
of these pieces will be 
taught, developed and 
rehearsed ready to 
perform in the spring term 
as part of our annual 
school dance show. 

Over in Politics the 
ambassadors recently  

delivered sessions on 
democracy to Year 8 
students during PDP. 
Through teaching them 
about the First Past the 
Post electoral system and 
the political spectrum, 
they hoped to inspire the 
Year 8s to become 
politically engaged and 
ensure they have their say 
in future General 
Elections. Across the 
Social Sciences, the 
subject ambassadors 
have been working 
together to plan a TEDx 
style event, encouraging 
both students and staff to 
present issues they are 
passionate about to one 
another.  
 
“I am very pleased with 
the way that students in 
these areas of the school 
have been developing 
their own leadership skills 
by working together in 
teams, and with staff, to 
contribute to the life of the 
school,” said Mrs Seath, 
Able Student Co-
ordinator. “It is so 
encouraging to see young 
people taking 
responsibility for 
contributing to their 
community, and not 
simply taking. I would like 
to thank all Student 
Ambassadors for the work 
they have given of their 
time, their energy and 
their ideas. Well done!” 
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Head Boy and Head Girl report 
 
My name is Alec and I am the 
current Head Boy of the Sixth 
Form, I work alongside the great 
Laura who is the Head Girl, the 
amazing Sixth Form cabinet 

which is full of enthusiastic student leaders, 
and lastly, the Head of Sixth Form, Mr 
Hogan. I see receiving the role of Head Boy 
as a real honour, and the integration into the 
role has been very successful so far; I am 
delighted to play a key role in positively 
impacting on the school and I am excited 
and eager for this to continue throughout 
Year 13 with the Sixth Form Student 
Leadership Team behind myself and Laura 
as a driving force for change. 
 

Hello, I’m Laura and I’m the 
Sixth Form’s new Head Girl. 
Since joining the school in 
September I have become 
passionate about working to 
make it The Downs School 

the best it can be, which is the main reason 
why I applied to be Head Girl. Together 
myself and Alec are working towards our 
shared goals and visions for the school as 
a happy, well-supported and 
environmentally conscious place to learn 
and to be excellent role models for the rest 
of the school. 
We have been operating in our appointed 
roles since the beginning of the summer 
term and the Sixth Form Cabinet as a whole 
has already made a great impact; such as, 
utilising unused resources, having 
successful meetings with the school 
Governors and talking at various 
assemblies to represent the school 
positively. We have also had success with 
various events throughout the year, most 
recently with the Year 12 induction day, 
where the majority of the student 
leadership helped to introduce the 
upcoming Year 11 students to Sixth Form, 
and to each other. Also, another recent, 
successful event was the Year 7 induction 
evening, where myself and Laura gave a 
brief speech to approximately 300 parents, 
informing them on the student leadership 
team and what we will do for their children 

as new Year 7 students. Additionally, we 
have also began to look ahead of this 
summer term, and put thorough 
consideration into what we want to achieve 
as a team over the coming months.  
Richard Benyon, MP for Newbury, has 
requested that we encourage positive 
environmental changes around the school, 
following his speech to the Sixth Form at 
the beginning of the term. It is evident that 
environmental change is a pressing 
requirement that is needed in the modern 
day, we believe change has to start 
somewhere and we have made it our job to 
make it start with the Sixth Form cabinet. 
We hope to achieve this goal in a variety of 
ways. Firstly, we aim to install more solar 
panels around the school to enable us to 
produce energy more efficiently, we also 
aim to introduce more recycling bins 
around the school to make recycling more 
accessible to students, and lastly, we are 
trying to increase the amount of recyclable 
resources and materials that we use at The 
Downs School.  
Additionally, one of our main aims is to 
increase Sixth Form engagement 
throughout the lower school beyond just a 
few (successful) peer mentoring schemes 
such as those for Year 9, 10 and paired 
reading and maths with Year 7. From 
September we hope to encourage both 
Year 12 and 13 to volunteer help for 
lunchtime and afterschool clubs aimed at 
the lower school and to put in place some 
subject-specific mentoring post-Year 7. 
The main aim of this is to break down the 
barrier between Sixth Form and the rest of 
the school; both for the benefit of the lower 
school, who will receive the support, and 
for the Sixth Formers themselves who will 
develop useful skills. 
These are just a few of our future plans for 
the school; we hope to make changes 
which will not just affect us whilst we are at 
the school, but will also leave a lasting, 
positive impact on the school for the next 
decade. We are extremely satisfied with 
the success that we have experienced so 
far, and are eagerly anticipating the new 
school year as we prepare to make the 
changes we have planned, and continue to 
improve and represent this amazing 
school. 
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Safeguarding Children and Young 
People 
Mr Wilson, Deputy Headteacher 

 
Safeguarding children and young people is 
the most important responsibility of any 
school. All members of staff have a 
responsibility to safeguard children and 
young people, but the following members 
of staff have the responsibility for leading 
on safeguarding across the school: 
 
Designated Safeguarding Lead: 
 

• Mr Wilson (Deputy Headteacher) 
 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads: 
 

• Mrs Jackson (from September, 
Assistant Headteacher – KS3) 

 
• Mrs Jones (KS3 Student Manager) 

 
• Mrs Gayler (KS4 Student Manager)  

 
• Mrs Peppiatt (KS5 Student 

Manager) 
 
If you have any concerns about the safety 
or wellbeing of a child or young person, 
please contact one of these members of 
staff to share your concerns. 
 
Our advice to parents regarding the use 

of smartphones: 
 
The misuse of smartphones by some 
young teenagers presents the school’s 
safeguarding team with some of its most 
challenging safeguarding issues. It is not 
that there is anything wrong with 
smartphones in themselves: they are an 
incredibly powerful tool and, when used 
correctly, can be a source of information 
and entertainment and can help connect 
young people to family, friends and 
communities. 
 
However, we find that some students in the 
younger Year Groups, especially Year 
Seven and Year Eight, find it hard to resist 
the temptations offered by smartphones. 
The ability to communicate through social 

media sometimes exposes young people 
to other children and adults who may hold 
extreme or dangerous views. With some 
young people, their use of social media 
encourages them to think they live in a 
strange parallel world in which they can say 
and do things that no adult will ever find out 
about: in effect, a world without 
consequences. Many young people find 
smartphones incredibly addictive and will 
routinely use them late into the night, 
leading to sleep deprivation that affects 
them physically, mentally and emotionally. 
 
Parents often ask the school’s pastoral staff 
for advice regarding the use of 
smartphones. This advice can only ever be 
general and, of course, all parents and 
carers have to decide what is best for their 
own children, but here are some 
approaches that we know have worked 
well with some families: 
 

• Remind your children that you have 
the right to check their 
smartphones, including their 
photos, videos and social media 
accounts at any time. 

• Regulate the amount of time your 
children are allowed to spend on 
their smartphones, such as by 
stopping them from using their 
smartphones after a certain time in 
the evening, or banning the use of 
smartphones during family meals. 

• Charge the smartphones overnight 
in the kitchen not the bedroom. 

• Encourage your child to see a 
smartphone as a privilege not a 
right, something that you have to 
work hard to pay for. 

 
Ultimately, smartphones are a part of life 
and young people have to learn to use 
them responsibly, just as they will 
eventually have to learn to drive. If you 
have any concerns about your child’s 
smartphone use and would like to talk this 
through with someone, please be 
encouraged to make contact with your 
child’s Head of Year. 
 
 


