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“We are proud to share with you our outstanding
school”

Learning together, learning for life

The Downs School
Art & Design

Throughout year 7 students will undertake three main units in Art & Design. This will
encompass a range to techniques and skills; drawing, painting, print making, ceramics,
collage and textiles media. As they progress through the school these skills and
techniques are revisited and developed further each year.
They will be assessed on three main areas throughout key stage three:
 Observations
 Artist analysis and response
 Development of ideas and outcome
At the start of the year they will be exploring the Greenman project where they will learn
about drawing portraits and natural forms from first hand. They will explore the work by
the artist Arcimboldo making connections to their own work, and printmaking techniques
with all research informing a clay outcome design idea.

The student’s next unit explore Pop Art Packaging and the development of drawing and
painting skills. Students learn how to map text out with accuracy. They explore Andy
Warhol’s packaging screen prints forming opinions about his work, and the making
process. Students will explore colour theory before moving onto working with colour.
This leads to a draft plan in preparation for the final acrylic painting on their own canvas.
The chief aim is for students to learn how to apply paint with accuracy achieving flat
application of colour.

During the summer term we enjoy a trip to Kew Gardens to launch the final unit of year
7. During the trip students will gather research through drawing and taking photographs
of the animals and plant life found at Kew. When back in the classroom this research will
be used as the project develops.
Students will explore the work of contemporary artist Daniel Mackie. In a GCSE style they
will analyse as group and draft an essay plan which will be used to write their own formal
essay about a piece of the artists’ work. After exploring his work they will use collected
research to design their own Daniel Mackie inspired animal with its habitat displayed
inside its body. Design ideas will be developed leading to students producing their own
animal and habitat composition linking to the artist.

BUSINESS STUDIES

The Business department offers courses to Years 10 and above. We offer a variety of
courses to suit all styles of learning including the traditional GCSE and A Level route and
the more vocational BTEC Award in Enterprise and BTEC Business, where students have a
combination of exams and coursework.
Students have the ability to study varying themes within Business including – Enterprise /
Human Resources / Finance / Marketing / Operations Management and Economics.
Skills developed – analysis / application to real world situations / evaluation / expressing
your views & opinions and justifying these / research / presentation and the opportunity
to communicate with local businesses. The department offers a range of extra curricular
opportunities for example the trip to an Enterprise Conference and being involved in the
ProShare Challenge, in which students have the opportunity to buy and trade shares on a
live simulation of the London Stock Exchange.

CAREERS

Information on careers, including careers resources related to University options,
apprenticeships and job information, is available in the Library.
The Careers page on the Internet site is also a valuable resource for students and parents.
http://www.thedownsschool.org.uk/401/careers.
Year 7 are invited to complete an initial survey on careers, which is followed up later in
their school lives.
During the school year, specific careers related events are organised by the Careers
Leader in school. Careers events will be accessible to all students during their time at The
Downs School to allow them to start thinking about their future pathways.
Students have use of careers software that can be accessed by all year groups. This
software ranges from initial thoughts about what students may want to be when they are
older to very specific detailed information that is most useful to Year 11 and Sixth Form
Students.

COMPUTER SCIENCE

In this digital age the use of technology is unavoidable. We invite you to come and find
out the wonders of Computer Science. There are eleven networked computer rooms for
teaching purposes in school, along with several research suites equipped with computers.
Some of the facilities provide specialist equipment for Music, Media, Languages and
Business Studies.
The Computer Science course covers a wide range of topics. This includes understanding
and applying the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer Science, including
problem solving, algorithms, and data representation. Also analysing problems in
computational terms through practical experience of solving such problems, including
designing, writing and debugging programs.
Some of the many other areas covered in the course are to understand the components
that make up digital systems, how they communicate with one another and with other
systems and realise the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider
society.

COUNTRYSIDE & ENVIRONMENT

This course is rooted in our local heritage, but also gives fantastic opportunities to work
across the curriculum with subjects such as Science and Geography. Students develop
skills such as enquiring, team working and researching and apply their new learning to
practical situations. (It is learning for life at its best!). Students in Year 7 will study a
variety of topics including current issues that are affecting the countryside, animal
husbandry and environmental studies.

DANCE
At KS3 at least two Dance modules are taught to every year group, so that all students
will experience the equivalent of at least one full term of dance lessons. We explore a
range of different styles through themed units of work such as ‘James Bond’ and ‘The
Nutcracker’. At KS4 and KS5 the Dance Studio is used for theoretical, contextual and
practical study of dance modules: Contemporary, Jazz, World Dance, Physical Theatre and
Street Dance. These units are part of the BTEC Performing Arts pathway of study which is
available at KS4 and KS5. We also offer a wide range of extra-curricular clubs, some led
by our fantastic student ambassadors. There are incredible opportunities for students
throughout the year to perform in dance shows both in school and at local theatres.

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
At KS3 students undertake a yearly carousal rotating through Graphics, Food and
Nutrition, Textiles and Resistant Materials. They are assessed on:





Investigating (research) & specifying (stating what you will design).
Ideas, development & testing (your designs).
Creating & making (your products).
Analysing & evaluating (your products).

Graphics:
Students focus developing their research, design, drawing, communication skills and
modelling skills. Graphics is offered at KS3, and at KS4 as part of the Design and
Technology GCSE.

Food and Nutrition:
Students use a range of equipment and cooking processes in our newly renovated food
technology room. They learn the principals behind food health and hygiene. They also
study the role of different ingredients, how to prepare and convert ingredients into
dishes and how to create their own dishes. Lessons typically alternate between theory
and practical sessions to ensure a firm understanding is embedded. Food and Nutrition is
currently offered at KS3.

Textiles:
Students undertake design and make tasks where they gain experience using a range of
textiles materials, hand tools and automatic machinery to generate high quality,
personalised outcomes. Textiles is offered at KS3 and KS4.

Resistant Materials:
Students undertake design and make tasks where they experience manufacturing with a
range of wood, metal and plastic materials along with electronics. They become familiar
and experienced in using a range of hand tools and automatic machinery to generate high
quality, personalised outcomes. Resistant Materials is offered at KS3, at KS4 as part of
the Design and Technology GCSE and at KS5 as the Product Design A-level.

DRAMA
The purpose-built Drama Studio in the Performing Arts Building, the Dance Terrapin or
Walcott Hall are all big spaces used for the teaching of Drama in year 7. Students will
receive one hour for Drama or Dance per week. The first unit Ernie’s Incredible
Illucinations provides Year 7 students with the skills they need to create non naturalistic
drama: slow motion, body as prop, freeze frame and mime. Students will select a section
of text to be performed with these techniques added in by the end of the unit. The next
Drama module is a devised piece of drama based on the stimulus ‘Darkwood Manor’ our
Haunted House unit. Students in year 7 will again be applying and building upon these
techniques but this time they will be creating the scenes through improvisation and
writing a script. Our final unit is ‘Into The Woods’ it is a mixture of both devised and
scripted performance. Students will be taught how to perform in terms of vocal skills,
movement skills, effective characterisation, staying in role and learning lines. We also
develop the important soft skills such as communication, self-motivation, leadership,
responsibility, teamwork, problem solving, decisiveness, meeting deadlines, flexibility
and negotiation. Students in KS3 tell us how much they enjoy their Drama lessons and
look forward to them.

ENGLISH
English at the Downs School is extremely exciting. We have recently revamped
our curriculum to include a wider range of exciting texts. In Year 7 the learning
journey will take you on an adventure of self discovery, aiding your transition
to Secondary School. We traverse the wonderful world of Shakespeare, read
two full novels, study poetry and refine our speaking and listening skills. In
Year 8 we move onto the theme of magic, mystery and mayhem, studying
more Shakespeare, more poetry, looking at the art of film scripts, gothic texts,
dystopian fiction and finishing off the year debating the ideas learned
throughout the journey. In Year 9, students explore the theme of people,
propaganda and prejudice. Students study a cross-curricular unit with History
that incorporates an analysis of war poetry. Students move on to explore the
art of story telling by reading Fabio Geda’s best selling fiction text: ‘In The
Sea There Are Crocodiles’, a fantastic tale based on the true story of 10 year
old refugee Enaiat. Year 9 students also read a modern play and dabble in
Victorian literature, before transitioning to classic American literature; they
finish the year learning the art of discursive speech writing. These varied
experiences thoroughly prepare students for GCSE courses, beginning in Year
10.

At KS4, students complete two GCSEs: English Language and English
Literature, following the AQA specification. Students study most of the units in
Year 10 and finesse their skills in Year 11. We also offer both of these subjects
at A Level, where student performance is consistently high.
MEDIA and FILM

Media and Film Studies is a thriving department and runs BTEC Level 1, 2, 3 and A Level
courses as well as GCSE Film Studies. An introduction to Film and Media Studies is
studied as part of English at Key Stage 3, with a taster unit in the Autumn term of Year 9
before they choose their options. In years 10 and 11, we offer GCSE Film Studies and
BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award Creative Media Production. Media helps to develop key
communication skills: exploring and discussing a range of viewpoints; explaining your
own ideas using appropriate terminology; taking part in collaborative group work. ICT is
a key part of the course with students developing skills of photography and image
manipulation using Adobe Photoshop, video editing using Adobe Premiere and
constructing print texts on Publisher, as well as practising word processing skills through
written assignments. Studying GCSE film will provide students the opportunity to analyse
and deconstruct a wide range of cinema. We cover a variety of films eras with a
comparison of the classic Hollywood period with films from the New Hollywood era. We
also develop film production skills through the NEA giving the option to produce a
screenplay or a short film. In years 12 and 13, we offer A Level Media Studies and BTEC
Level 3 Creative Digital Media Production.

LIBRARY

The library at The Downs School offers students and staff opportunities to read for
pleasure and to carry out research. Open every day with resources to support both
curriculum requirements and leisure interests. In addition to a comprehensive book
collection, 45 computers are available for schoolwork and research. The Library also
houses the school’s resource of further and higher education and careers materials.
Mrs Berger, Librarian, provides a research skills programme to Year 7. The school aims to
encourage all students to become efficient researchers and to use these skills effectively
to support their learning throughout their lives. Year 7 students have library sessions
every fortnight as part of their English tuition and Sixth Form students can use the library
at any time for private study. All students are welcome during break and lunchtimes to
relax with a book or to do homework.
A weekly book group is popular and the library hosts various events during the year,
including celebrations of World Book Day or shadowing the Carnegie Book Award.

GEOGRAPHY

Geography will inspire pupils and grow a
curiosity and fascination about the world
and its people that will remain for life. We
start Year 7 with an interactive unit of map
skills. We explore different types of map
and take a treasure hunt around the school
using compasses. Students combine their
map skills to complete a spooky challenge
at the end

of the topic. In the build up to Christmas, we try and record the weather using equipment
from the Royal Meteorological society and use our knowledge to make accurate
predictions on whether it will snow or not on Christmas day.
As the year continues to hope to teach Geography with a practical approach, drawing on
students’ previous knowledge of Geography both inside and outside school. From Year 7
we are working to build each students Geographical knowledge and fieldwork skills. We
look to build upon these skills each year. Each class completes fieldwork in the local area.

HISTORY

The history department offers students the ability to study varying themes within British
history and those further afield. Using skills such as; handling evidence, analysis and
evaluation of historians’ interpretations, explanation of cause and consequence and
change and continuity. At KS3 we focus on understanding where the country that we live
in today came from and how we got here, studying the birth of parliamentary democracy
and the challenges to the crown. Themes throughout the curriculum are generally taught
chronologically so that students can see where everything actually fits together. At Year 7
the students will begin with an overview of historical skills- the use of sources,
chronology and historian interpretations. They then they move onto the theme of ‘The
Making of the UK’ through Medieval history to the Stuarts. The focus being the struggles
between Church and Crown and how Britain became the country it has become today.
Each KS3 Year group has an assessment booklet. Each booklet has a tracker sheet and
students are are given knowledge organisers to allow them to see the ‘Big Picture’ at
every stage of their progress. Getting students to experience the history they are
learning about is an important feature of the history at The Downs. The History
department runs an annual GCSE trip to Berlin (Weimar and Nazi Germany, Superpowers
units), KS3 trips have taken place to Hampton Court (Tudors), The Black Country Museum
(Industrial Revolution).

MATHEMATICS

At KS3 we take a mastery approach to Mathematics, breaking the curriculum down into
small steps to help students gain a deeper understanding of Mathematics and the
underlying constructs. Discussion is a big feature of lessons to help develop the deeper
understanding of the mathematics but we also value independent practice as this is what
makes the maths really stick! We have been inspired by variation theory and inquiry
learning which is embedded in our lessons to allow students to discover the maths and
uncover why a concept works in the way it does; rather than focusing on tricks that work.
A key feature of our lessons are looking at multiple representations using techniques
such as bar modelling and resources such as algebra tiles to support understanding.
As part of enrichment we take part in the UK Maths Challenge a nationwide competition
that gives students a different opportunity to play around with their maths. Y10 take part
in the regional Maths Feast and we also take part in Maths Inspiration events.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

We know that students come to us in Year 7 having had very different experiences of
learning languages from none at all to quite a lot and everywhere in between! All
students in Year 7 study French and we focus on developing the confidence to have a go
and communicate their ideas. We use a range of interactive teaching strategies and are
lucky to have a multi-media suite, which classes use regularly to enhance their vocabulary
learning and listening skills, in particular.
We are proud to teach three foreign languages at The Downs. Alongside their French
lessons, in Year 8 students begin learning a second language with half the year group
allocated to study German and the other half Spanish. In Key Stage 4, students are
encouraged to study at least one language, but have the opportunity to study two or
even three, including from beginners level. All three languages are available for further
study at A Level.
Languages do not exist in isolation, of course, and we have successful and long-standing
exchange programmes with partner schools in France, Germany and Spain, which run biannually. Year 8 students have the opportunity to take part in a day trip to Boulogne to
use their language skills in real-life situations – our enthusiasm is undimmed by the very
early start!

MUSIC

Music lessons are taught once a week at KS3 where pupils develop a wide range of
musical skills and learn to apply these to different styles of music. The Year 7 curriculum
covers a broad variety of genres that are covered through the teaching of Performing,
Composing and Appraising.
Pupils will learn and apply the Musical elements for a haunted house composition,
develop keyboard and percussion skills, compose and perform fanfares, music for film
and programme music, ending the year with a introduction to minimalism using music
ICT.
The department also offers a rich and varied extra curricular program, including
orchestra, choir, wind-band and keyboard club, and pupils have the opportunity to
participate in regular concerts and yearly whole school productions.
Music is also available as a BTEC, GCSE and A Level option further up the school.
The Music department also facilitates instrumental lessons, which are delivered by
Berkshire Maestros.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Students will be taught a range of activities including Invasion, Striking and Fielding and
Net Games, Swimming activities, Gymnastics, Athletics and Problem Solving across the
year. These activities span between 6-8 weeks in duration. The school has use of a
Sports Hall together with fitness suite, swimming pool, astro pitch and grass pitches.
We offer a wide range of enrichment activities throughout the year and there are
different activities each term. These include Football, Rugby, Netball, Hockey, Swimming,
Badminton and Athletics. These clubs can also lead onto the opportunity to represent
the school in competitions against other schools.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The RE department at the Downs offers students the chance to learn both about religion
and from religions. Throughout KS3, the focus each term is on an overarching
philosophical or ethical question such as “What is God?”, “Is all life sacred?” and “Do you
need a god to be a good person?”. Each student is given a topic tracker at the start of
each of our “Big Questions” with the aim of them feeling confident in engaging in
answering questions that are entirely open ended, and indeed, possibly without final
answers at all. These broad questions are addressed by lessons examining a range of
religious and philosophical viewpoints, and by encouraging students to engage in
thoughtful debate that hopefully challenges and develops their own opinions whilst
respecting those of others.
In Year 7 we begin with a focus on the history of the development of religion and
examining the connections between the major world faiths to provide a solid
groundwork on which to go forwards. From here we examine the core beliefs of
Christianity and where denominations and divisions arose throughout its development,
linking with the KS3 History Syllabus. Other religions and world views covered in KS3
include Islam, Judaism, Buddhism and Humanism amongst others that are examined in
relation to our topics.
Each student is encouraged to reflect on their own beliefs and values and consider those
of others whilst developing a sound understanding of the beliefs and practices of a range
of world religions through discussion, debate and evaluation.

SCIENCE

The Science faculty’s vision for our learners encompasses breadth, depth and reach, to
become creative and thoughtful citizens with a well-rounded worldview of the roles of
science in society and how science will equip them for the future.
We aim to develop passion and curiosity for science through natural enquiry, leading to
the skills of analysis, problem-solving and evaluation becoming second nature. Located in
an area rich in science and innovation, we are motivated to drive and nurture ambition in
our students, identifying and utilising the most beneficial opportunities afforded to them.
Our curriculum continues to evolve and aims to ensure that all students make sustained
progress on their learning journey.
Students have the opportunity to study Science as the separate subjects, Biology,
Chemistry and Physics at Key Stage 4. Students not making this choice study Combined
Science across year 10 and 11. We also offer students the opportunity to study Health
and Social Care as an applied alternative at Key Stage 4.
Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Applied Science, Applied Psychology and Psychology are
taught to A Level in the Sixth Form.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

The Downs School is an inclusive school and we aim to meet the differing needs of all
members of our school community. Parents and carers of children identified as having a
Special Educational Need and/or Disability are welcome to contact the SENCo to discuss
the range of provisions available in advance of a place being offered. Once a place has
been offered, careful transition planning and ongoing monitoring of student progress is
implemented to ensure that students with additional needs have the opportunity to
make outstanding progress in line with their peers.

For reference: KS3 → Yrs 7 to 9

KS4 → Yrs 10 and 11
KS5 → Yrs 12 and 13

APPLIED LEARNING

One focus for the development of The Downs School has been to extend and enhance
Applied Learning across the curriculum.
In KS4 we offer courses such as BTEC Drama, Dance, Media, Enterprise, Health and Social Care and
Music as well as CNAT courses in Sport and iMedia. In KS5 we offer BTEC Business, Health and Social
Care, Media and PE; Applied Science is also offered with Applied Psychology and Biology planned for
2020.
Students at The Downs School are encouraged to study one of a range of applied subjects as part of their
KS4 subject choices to provide opportunities to develop a range of additional skills essential for future
employment or study

We aim to make lessons even more relevant to students by inviting in outside speakers as
“experts” using real scenarios as a vehicle for learning and developing further our applied
courses. In KS4 we offer courses such as BTEC Drama, Dance, Media, Enterprise, Health
and Social Care and Music as well as CNAT courses in Sport and iMedia. In KS5 we offer
BTEC Health and Social Care, Business, Media and PE; Applied Science is also offered.
Students at The Downs School are encouraged to study one of a range of applied subjects
as part of their Key Stage 4 subject choices to provide opportunities to develop a range of
additional skills essential for future employment or study.
Applied Learning at The Downs School has also led to some students engaging in longer
term targeted work experience that will enable students to gain valuable experience in
the world of work and employment.
We already have excellent relationships with local organisations such as the Institute for
Animal Health, West Berkshire Education Business Partnership, and a variety of other
local employers. We are also developing new links with other employers and we are
always keen to make more links and obviously find a rich and varied source of expertise
amongst our parents. Last year, the school ran a highly successful careers event in which
parents came in to school to speak to students about their own particular careers and the
various pathways and routes they followed to reach where they are today.
If anyone would like to be a speaker on their specialist subject, or feels that a link could
be forged with a company they are familiar with, we would be delighted to hear from
you, please contact the school.

SIXTH FORM
The Downs School Sixth Form currently offers a large number of A Level subjects - Art and
Design, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Computer Science, Dance, Design &
Technology, Drama, Economics, English Literature, English Language, French, German,
Geography, Government & Politics, History, Law, Mathematics, Further Mathematics,
Media Studies, Music, Philosophy, Physics, Psychology, Religious Studies, Spanish and
Sociology. We also offer Level 3 BTEC Courses in Health & Social Care, Applied Science,
Creative Media, Sport Science, Business Studies, Production Arts and Dance. We also run
a one-year Level 2 BTEC course in Production Arts.
Students also choose enrichment courses in the Extended Project Qualification, Mental
Health Awareness, Fitness, and The Young Enterprise Challenge.
Other Sixth Form activities include vocational and enterprise events, sports fixtures with
other Sixth Forms, drama visits and challenge expeditions such as that to India and
Norway. Students involved in these expeditions not only have a trip of a lifetime but also
participate in fund raising and community project work. There are a wide variety of
leadership opportunities as well as great options to support the learning of younger
students lower down the school.
Students have their own purpose-built Sixth Form centre with a common room, and their
own café, as well as access to a library to support them in learning independently. They
may also use the gym during the day and there is a wide variety of social sport events
arranged by the student leadership team.
Examination results in the Sixth Form are superb and the progress of the students places
us in the top 25% of schools in the country. As a result, sixth form students from The
Downs School are gaining places in the country’s top universities, with over 50% of our
university applicants achieving places at Russell Group universities. A growing number of
our students are now obtaining places on degree and higher apprenticeships with some
leading UK and global companies such as Google, the Civil Service, IBM and Vodafone.

