
SUMMARY CURRICULUM PLAN  
 

SUBJECT:  ENGLISH YEAR GROUP: 8 

Subject content 
(what will be covered) 

As a result, what 
students should 

know/understand 

What students should 
be able to do 

How students will be 
assessed 

 CEIAG  
(Careers Education Information 
Advice and Guidance) 

 SMSC  
(Spiritual, Moral, Social, 
Cultural) 

By when  
(half term 1>6) 

 
Gothic (Unseen 19th 
Century Texts) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Features of gothic 
fiction 
 
Understanding of the 
gothic genre and the 
public’s fascination with 
this  
 
Plot, character and 
themes gothic fiction 
 
An understanding of the 
conventions of 
linguistic, structural and 
contextual analysis 
 
How other writers use 
the gothic genre to 
appeal to audiences 
 

 
Read a variety of gothic 
fiction using 
independent and  
shared/group reading 
strategies 
 
Write analytically about 
characters, themes, 
context 
 
Analyse language and 
structure devices in 
fiction texts 
 

 
Reading Assessment based 
on a gothic text 

 
CEIAG: skills of writing for an 
audience 
 
SMSC: moral, social and cultural  
issues surrounding 21st Century 
society.  The glorification of 
violence, war and our society’s 
obsession with fame and reality 
television. 
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Gothic Creative Writing 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Features of gothic 
writing  
 
Understanding of 
conventions of gothic 
writing 
 

 
Write various pieces of 
gothic style writing 
using features of the 
genre 

 
Imaginative Writing – 
Gothic Writing assessment   

 
CEIAG: skills of writing 
imaginatively and creatively, for 
an audience and purpose 
 
SMSC: moral, social and cultural  
issues surrounding fear, the 
supernatural and other wordly 
concepts to better understand 
the human condition 
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Midsummer Night’s 
Dream  
 

 
An understanding of 
MSND: plot, characters, 
themes, issues and 
context.  

 
An understanding of 
writing for different 
audiences and purposes 
in a range of written 
formats / genres.  
 
 
 

 
Write analytically about 
character, theme, 
context; learn key 
quotes off by heart.  
 
Analyse language and 
structure devices in 
both fiction and non-
fiction texts  
 
Write in a range of 
formats / genres  
 

 
Reading assessment based 
on an extract from MSND 
Reading assessment based 
on analysing language and 
structure devices in a non-
fiction article, thematically 
related to the text 
 

 
CEIAG: skills of writing for an 
audience and purpose  
 
SMSC: moral, social and 
cultural issues surrounding 
Shakespearean society and 
modern day audiences.  
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Transactional Writing 
and Dragon’s Den 
 
 

 
Features of persuasive 
and discursive writing  
 
Features of speech 
writing and skills of 
giving a speech 
 
Understanding of 
conventions of 
transactional writing 
 

 
Create a speech and 
pitch their own ideas 

 
Transactional Writing 
assessment  

 
CEIAG: skills of writing formal 
and transactional texts for an 
audience 
 
SMSC: moral, social and cultural  
issues surrounding 
enterprise/using language to 
manipulate others 

 

 
3 / 4 



 
Comparison of Culture 
Poetry 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How poets use language 
and structure to shape 
meaning for the reader 
  
The background of the 
poets themselves 
(context) and how this 
influences what they 
write 
 
How to effectively 
structure imaginative 
writing 
 

 
Analysing and 
evaluating a range of 
different poems from 
different cultures and 
traditions  
Creative and 
Imaginative writing 
 

 
Writing an essay comparing 
two of the poems studied - 
Reading Assessment 
 

 
CEIAG – writing for purpose – 
descriptive and comparative 
 
SMSC - celebrating other 
cultures; social issues of 
immigration, slavery, 
segregation and identity 
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Hunger Games and 
Dystopian Extracts 
 

 
Features of dystopian 
fiction 
 
Why Suzanne Collins 
wrote ‘The Hunger 
Games’, showing an 
understanding of 21st 
century society and the 
context in which the 
novel was written 
 
Plot, character and 
themes in ‘The Hunger 
Games’ and other 
Dystopian Fiction 
 
An understanding of the 
conventions of speech 
writing and persuasive 
devices 
 
An understanding of the 
conventions of 
linguistic, structural and 
contextual analysis 
 
How other writers use 
the dystopian genre to 
appeal to audiences 
 

 
Read a fiction text using 
independent and  
shared/group reading 
strategies 
 
Read and present an 
additional dystopian 
extract to a class 
(Spoken Language) 
 
Write analytically about 
character, theme, 
context 
 
Analyse language and 
structure devices in 
fiction texts 
 
Write using persuasive 
and linguistic features 
in transactional writing 
(speech) 
 

 
Reading assessment-based 
on the entire text based on 
theme question of female 
representation in the novel 
or conflict 

 
CEIAG: skills of writing for an 
audience 
 
SMSC: moral, social and cultural  
issues surrounding 21st Century 
society.  The glorification of 
violence, war and our society’s 
obsession with fame and reality 
television. 
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