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Welcome to the first issue of 
The Download, a half-term 
round up of all the news and 
events happening at The 
Downs School. 

This term has flown by, with many events 
taking place including parents’ evenings 
for Year 9 and 11 students, and the options 
evening for Year 9 as they choose their 
subjects for GCSE.  

Our Year 11 students impressed me with 
their positive approach to the mock 
exams held before Christmas. With more 
exams taking place in March, we want to 
ensure our students are fully prepared for 
the new, tougher GCSE exams. 

 

Pictured: top row l to r: Mr Hogan, Charles, 
Max and Mr Prosser. Front row l to r: 
Rachel, Freya, Ellen, Eirlys and Alannah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am delighted to say that seven of our 
Year 13 students have been offered 
places to study at either Oxford or 
Cambridge University, our most 
successful number of applicants to be 
offered places to date. The Oxford 
students are Alannah Burdess who will 
read ‘Classics’, Rachel Allan who will read 
‘Maths’ and Max Ipinson-Fabien who will 
read ‘Chemistry’. Meanwhile Ellen Knight 
will read ‘Anglo-Saxon, Norse and Celtic,’ 
Charles Norman will study ‘Geography’, 
Eirlys Walters will read ‘Linguistics’ and 
Freya Watson will read ‘Economics’ at 
Cambridge. 

These students will need to achieve their 
offer grades at A Level to be able to take 
up the places in September. Oxford and 
Cambridge have early application 
deadline dates, which is why students at 
these universities find out about places 
first. Applications for the majority of UK 
universities closed in January, and we 
look forward to finding out offers received 
by our students in the next couple of 
months. 

I hope you enjoy reading The Download, 
and wish you and your families a good 
half-term break.  

Chris Prosser 

 

Headteacher 

 



2 
 

Countdown to Les Miserables 

We have all been working 
extremely hard preparing 
for our main school show 
Les Misérables. The 
production team started 

working back in September and auditions 
soon followed in October with rehearsals 
up and running later that month. The 
orchestra, dancers and cast have been 
rehearsing every week since then to bring 
the show together. As a faculty we are so 
impressed by the dedication and talent of 
the students we are working with. 

Production Team Update 

The production team began working on 
Les Mis way back in September last year. 
We started with research and then we 
split into our specialist areas to start our 
designs.  

Working together we are a team of 
lighting, make-up and hair, sound, set, 
costume designers and we also have a 
stage management crew as well.  We 
have each individually been working 
really hard pushing ourselves to meet all 
expectations and our Director’s wishes for 
the show. We have regular meetings and 
are putting in our final preparations now 
before our final set up in half- term in 
preparation for show week!  

I am a Year 13 Sixth Form Production Arts 
student, I have been studying a Level 3 
Diploma in Production Arts specialising in 
make-up since September 2017. For Les 
Mis, I have taken on the role of a make-up 
and hair designer, as well as costume 
design. I have also recently taken on a unit 
studying marketing for the show. I will be 
designing make-up and hair for Madame 
Thenardier, as well as having the 
responsibility of creating make-up 
designs for the students who lead the 
revolution. As I am now in Year 13, I will be 
leading a team of Year 12 make-up artists, 

helping them create their designs and 
guiding them through show week.  Report 
by Milly Gillespie 

 

  

 

 

 

Year 13 student Will Thorborn, for the set 
construction unit of his course, has 
created the cart for the famous scene 
when Jean Valjean uses his distinctive 
strength and risks everyone realising his 
identity to save Fauchelevant. For his 
stage model making unit Will has created 
a replica of the stage design (see above). 
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Art and Design - Fine Art GCSE V & A Trip 

 

To launch the AQA Fine Art 
GCSE Examination paper, 
Year 11 Fine Art students 
visited the Victoria & Albert 
Museum in London on 

Thursday, 17 January. Students gathered 
primary research in the form of 
photographs and sketches to support 
their chosen project directions. A very 
productive day was had by all. 
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Students ‘Takeover’ lessons 

The school was a hive of 
activity at the recent ‘student 
takeover’ day. Designed to 
give students the opportunity 

to take increased ownership over their 
learning and feel better able to challenge 
themselves, students from across the 
year groups had the chance to lead, take 
part, and in some cases decide lesson 
content for the day.  Takeover day 
organiser Miss Duthie said: “Student 
Takeover Day is a great opportunity for all 
our students, and we find it increases 
productivity in the classroom afterwards.” 

In a Year 7 Religious Studies class, a 
student gave a presentation about Diwali 
and ran a competition for her classmates 
to design a Rangoli pattern. A Year 10 
Geography class gave presentations to 
their classmates on subjects as diverse as 
Deforestation in West Africa, and the Belo 
Monte Dam, helping them with 
presentation skills, and a group of Year 8 
French students designed a role play 
event for the class to practice their 
language skills through conversations 
about ordering food between a waiter 
and customer. 

Art students in 9Y6 launched the lesson 
with a series of timed quick drawing tasks. 
Students were asked to produce a dog 
head, palm tree and skull drawing being 
assessed for accuracy, creativity and 
most completed. Will and George 
additionally gave written feedback to 
each member of the group for the work 
produced. Claudia won a Creme Egg for 
her consistent effort throughout the tasks. 

Year 7 Biology students chose to do a 
presentation on DNA, followed by a quiz 
to test how much their classmates had 
learned, while another group chose to 
teach their classmates how to make 
slime. 

Biology teacher Miss Wildbore said: “The 
students who have taken part today have 
organised their own experiments and put 
together their own presentations. They 
have done their research, made 
resources and have talked about subjects 
that they find interesting. Their classmates 
have enjoyed undertaking these tasks, 
been engaged and enjoyed using their 
practical skills.” 
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Sport Update

Netball  

It was a great first game for 
the Sixth Form netball team 
for their inaugural match of 
2019. All the players were in 

good form and enthusiastic to get out on 
court, the game ending in a solid win for 
us against Kennet School 23-19.  

We knew we had the points as Kennet 
only had five players available to play. But 
it was agreed we would play the game as 
a friendly with two Kennet PE 
teachers joining their team, so an even 
more impressive result for us! 

 

 

 

 

 

A positive start with steady play and 
accurate shooting saw the girls in control 
at half time.   

The third quarter became a little scrappy 
as we got complacent and by the end of 
this quarter, Kennet had pulled the score 
back to draw 15-15.  With strong shooting  
from Ruth and Kira, we were able to get a 
slight lead early in the fourth quarter.   The  
team's defending was excellent with lots 

of interceptions from Emily, Joely and  
Atlanta turning the ball over for The 
Downs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a super squad performance and a 
well-deserved victory, well done 
everybody. Emily was voted player of the 
match by the opposition. 

Against Little Heath, the team performed 
very well.  It was a competitive game, 
staying level on scores until half time.  
After the third quarter, we were seven 
goals down.  The fourth quarter was 
excellent with the girls showing good 
composure in possession of the ball and 
improved marking skills. They came back 
strongly and picked up many loose balls. 
Making many good inceptions meant we 
brought the score back and it finished 21-
21.  Player of the match was Jasmine. 
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Cross Country 

Year 7 boys had an incredible 
cross country event in 
January. Held at Newbury 
Showground over a two-mile 
mostly flat course, The 
Downs School emerged 

victorious beating all the other Berkshire 
schools in the tournament. 

  
Fielding three teams, the Year 7s finished 
1st, 7th and 12th on a wet and cold day, 
in very muddy conditions. 
Congratulations to Tom who finished 5th 

overall in the race, Ivan who was 10th and 
John who was 31st. A huge well done to all 
involved. 
  
Our Year 8 boys also put in an impressive 
performance to finish 3rd team overall in 
the Y8/9 boys competition. Our Year 8 
girls team finished 6th in the Y8/9 event. 

This is a really impressive result for the 
school at county level and we now head 
to the District competition where we are 
hoping for further success. 

Year 10 COEN students plant 100 trees! 

 

Our Year 10 Countryside and Environment 
(COEN) students recently spent the day at 
Rushall Farm near Bradfield helping plant 
one hundred trees (oak, beech, cherry 
and blackthorn) in an area of woodland 
that was in need of replanting. The 
woodland had been cleared and all trees 
deemed to be dangerous were removed 
before planting could begin. The students 

planned where the trees would be 
planted, ensuring there was a balance of 
different species in different areas, and 
clearing an area of nettles and other 
shrubs before planting began.  Being 
involved in this activity has helped 
students to develop their knowledge on 
conservation and habitat improvement, 
an area of assessment during the course.  
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Break Out Dance

 

We were invited to perform 
at ‘Break Out’, a dance 
platform for local schools to 
share both curricular and 
extra‐curricular work. The 
event was held at Arlington 

Arts on the evening of 23 January, and 
was a perfect opportunity for both 
curricular and extra-curricular dance 
students to perform for a live audience in 
a theatre setting. The opportunity proved 
to be an invaluable rehearsal experience 
for their assessment performances later 
on in the school year. Our pieces were; 

Alone – A lyrical piece choreographed by 
Holly Dennis for our Senior Dance 
Company.  

Chiltern Trio – a beautiful piece 
choreographed and performed by Lottie 
Merchant, Onjoli Palmer and Alice 
Lawrence and was the free choice entry 
for Chiltern at our recent House Dance 
competition. 

. 

War Is Us – an assessment piece 
choreographed by Miss Duckham and the 
Year 10 BTEC dancers using the 
repertoire, subject matter and 
choreographic form from Ballet Boyz’s 
piece titled ‘Young Men’. This was our 
response to their professional work. 

One – another assessment piece 
performed by Tilly Spencer after learning 
professional repertoire from Renaud 
Wiser’s ‘One’ solo. Tilly’s performance 
showcased her technical and expressive 
ability as a dancer.  

Home – was choreographed by visiting 
Artist Steph Townsend, having originally 
been performed at The Corn Exchange 
last October as part of the choreography 
challenge. This piece was to 
communicate how it feels to be in your 
safe place and how we all desire to be in 
familiar surroundings.  
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Incredible Charitable Donations 

 

We are proud of the generous 
nature of our students, and the 
significant amount of money 

we are able to raise for our House 
charities each year. Each of our six 
Houses has its own charity, selected by 
staff and students.  

The table below shows how much we 
have raised going back to 2017 from 
events including the annual House charity 
days, non-uniform days and other events. 
In addition to the below, we also raised 
over £2,000 for Save the Children and 
over £1,500 for Children in Need.  

 

CHARITY AMOUNT HOUSE 

Age UK £216.27 Aldworth  

Macmillan Cancer Support £274.97 Beechwood  

CLAPA £209.70 Chiltern  

Crohn’s & Colitis £251.53 Lowbury  

Bloodwise £466.31 Perborough  

Daisy’s Dream  £656.08  Ridgeway  

GoFundme £163.00 Aldworth  

GoFundme £481.00 Beechwood  

CLAPA £344.24 Chiltern  

Footsteps Foundation £233.80 Lowbury  

Bloodwise £546.45 Perborough  

Brain Tumour Research £450.50 ‘Wear a Hat Day’ 
organised by Sixth 
Form 

 

“I am writing to say an enormous thank 
you for the two recent donations we have 
received from The Downs School.  The 
generous donations, which total an 
incredible £656.08, are enough to help us 
support a bereaved family for an entire 
year, which is just amazing!” Vicky 
Maunder, Fundraiser, Daisy’s Dream. 

 

 
 

“Thank you for your very generous 
received through our website for the sum 
of £450.50. Your gift will help us build a 
network of experts in sustainable 
research at dedicated Centres of 
Excellence whilst influencing the 
Government and larger cancer charities 
to invest more nationally.” Sharon 
Stevens, Brain Tumour Research.  
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Macbeth Trip 

We set off on the coach on a 
Thursday evening, after a 
busy day at school. We were 
all looking forward to sitting 
in the theatre, having some 

ice cream during the interval and 
ultimately, we were apprehensive to 
watch The National Theatre’s Macbeth at 
the New Theatre in Oxford.  

Watching how the text that we had all 
studied and analysed in our English 
classes was performed showed the 
tragedy in a breathtaking new light. 
Beginning the performance, we were 
introduced to the three witches who had 
climbed up onto looming pillars. The 
setting was unexpected but in the most 
intriguing way, as if the story was set in an 

almost post-apocalyptic world, with 
soldiers of battle in army camouflage. 
This contrasted with a set that was simple 
but effective in the way that it added to 
the characters’ performances, not 
distracted from this. This performance of 
Macbeth was effortlessly engaging and 
humorous, especially to a group of Year 
11 students who don’t usually feel 
connected with the complex language of 
Shakespeare. The banquet scene was 
performed as a raging party with music 
and flashing lights, whilst the drunk man 
at Hell Gate made the whole theatre 
giggle. The performance gave a fresh 
look to the world of Shakespeare but did 
not stray from the gore, the characters or 
the meaning of Macbeth.  Report by 
Margaux Burdess. 

 

A Level Law students enter ‘The Times’ newspaper’s Legal 
Apprentice competition 

Year 12 A Level Law 
students Alec, Issy, Alice, 
Gemma, Harris, Sam, 
Charlotte and Sophie have 
entered the ‘The Legal 
Apprentice’ competition, 
which is running in 

partnership with The Times newspaper. 

The competition invites teams of students 
to complete a number of tasks aimed at 
tapping into their ‘inner solicitor’. Designed 
to give students first-hand experience of 
the work of a solicitor, students will have 
to use their skills and logic to provide legal 
advice for virtual clients. Prizes include 
£500 for each member of the winning 
team, and the opportunity to win a legal 
apprenticeship with a recognised law firm. 

The competition consists of a number of 
heats which will include students 
identifying legal issues, interviewing 
witnesses and pitching for clients. The 
overall winners will be announced in June. 

A Level Law teacher Mrs Gosling said: 
“This competition will provide our law 
students with an excellent opportunity to 
put their theoretical skills into practice, 
working together as a team to experience 
the everyday work of a solicitor.” 

To find out more information visit:  

https://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/the-
legal-apprentice 

https://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/the-legal-apprentice
https://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/the-legal-apprentice
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Pyjama Party in the Library 

The Downs School library 
played host to a ’pyjama party’ 
at the end of January, with 
forty people including 

students, siblings and parents joining 
together in pyjamas and onesies to share 
stories and books with each other. 

With cold, dark and snowy conditions 
outside, the guests settled down on 
comfy sofas, wrapped in blankets and 
squashed into beanbags to enjoy being 
read to by school librarian, Rebecca 
Berger. She began by sharing her 
favourite poem of Roald Dahl’s Revolting 
Rhymes - The Three Little Pigs. Mrs Rolls, 
Head of English, then read aloud the first 
chapter of Rooftoppers by Katherine 
Rundell. 

Families then spent the remainder of the 
event enjoying books from the wide 
variety on offer in the library. Children 
read to parents, parents read to children, 
people read to themselves or some 
joined together in groups, all while 
enjoying hot chocolate with 
marshmallows.  

Parents and students really enjoyed the 
event. “This is a wonderful idea.  We 
thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and would 
love to come again!” said one.  Librarian 
Rebecca Berger added: “This was a 
splendid evening in which we got to show 
off our marvellous library and the reading 
resources we have available.” 
 

 

 

 

Students and their families enjoy reading in the school library at out pyjama party evening 
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Careers Update 

 

The Downs School hosted an 
Apprenticeship Awareness 
event on 15 January, with 
exhibitors, recruitment 

companies and training providers talking 
to students about their apprenticeship 
schemes and associated opportunities.  
Local employers including Vodafone, 
Microsoft, Cisco, Atomic Weapons 
Establishment (AWE), the Army and the 
RAF spoke to a large number of students 
about the benefits of their apprenticeship 
schemes. Attendees included former 
students Mariella Springfield and Felix 
Warren, who are both successfully 
undertaking apprenticeships with local 
employers.  We recognise that our 
students should have access to the full 
range of opportunities available to them in 
the future and the chance to meet with 
local employers and training providers. 

Students in Year 9, 11 and 13 have all been 
preparing for the transition onto the next 
stage in their education or training.  Year 9 
students have completed their GCSE 
option choices; following on from last 
term’s event where students talked to 
business volunteers about subject 
choices. This term there have been 
assemblies by subject teachers to talk 
about the different courses available. 
Year 11 students have applied to Sixth 
Form or started the process of applying to 
other schools, colleges and training 
providers; their Mentoring Day in January 
checked the destination plans for all 
students to ensure they make a 
successful transition.  A trip to Newbury 
College to talk to staff and tour the 
facilities took place for students 
interested in starting courses there in 
September.   

The UCAS Application process closed on 
15 January for courses starting in 
September 2019. Any Year 13 students 
who have not applied to University are 
being supported by Mrs Peppiatt (Student 
Support Manager) to apply for 
Apprenticeships and School Leaver 
Programmes. 

At the Downs School, our careers 
programme provides students with the 
skills and knowledge to make choices 
that are best for them, whether they go 
onto further or higher education, 
apprenticeships, employment or self-
employment once they leave. 

Any parents or alumni wishing to get 
involved to help current students make 
choices about their future can join the 
careers network: https://links.grofar. 
com/6004-fqmWo5 

Pictured below: Former students Felix 
Warren (top right) and Mariella Springfield 
(bottom image) attend the Apprenticeship 
event. 
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