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Welcome to the second issue of The 
Download, an insight into what has 
been happening in and around the 
school this half term.   

I would like to begin by announcing the 
appointment of three new Assistant 
Headteachers effective from September. 
These are: 

Mrs Jackson – Assistant Headteacher – 
Ethos & Achievement KS3 

Mr Mullarkey – Assistant Headteacher – 
Teaching & Learning 

Mrs McDowell – Assistant Headteacher – 
Director of Teaching School 

I am excited about these new roles and 
am positive that they will further 
strengthen our Senior Leadership Team, 
allowing us to move closer to achieving 
our vision. I would also like to congratulate 
Alec A and Laura B who have been 
appointed our new Head Boy and Head 
Girl. I look forward to working with them 
over the next academic year, and you can 
read about their first impressions of life in 
their new roles in the summer newsletter!  

Although it has been a relatively short 
term, it has been incredibly busy, with a 
very demanding curriculum running 
alongside a large number of extra-
curricular activities including trips and 
sports competitions. Our Year 11 and Year 

13 students are now on study leave, with 
the GCSE and A Level examinations 
already underway. We had fantastic 
leavers’ days for both year groups, and as 
I outlined in the last newsletter, I am 
incredibly proud of how our students 
have applied themselves in terms of 
formulating their revision schedules and 
attending the lunchtime and after school 
revision sessions we have been offering. 
Myself and all my staff wish them the best 
of luck, and we look forward to being with 
them again at the results days in August. 

A group of Year 10 students have recently 
returned from a careers event held at 
Vodafone’s HQ in Newbury, the 
culmination of a series of workshops 
designed to build students’ confidence 
with workshop and buddy sessions. The 
event also targeted work related skills, 
and raised students’ awareness of future 
career possibilities. This event was very 
successful, and all the students involved 
have increased in confidence and built up 
their skills set.  

I would personally like to congratulate 
Year 11 students Thomas and Antek, who 
finished second overall in the recent final 
of the Perse Coding Team Challenge, 
from over 2,500 entries. The competition 
uncovers computing talent in schools, 
and the boys took the runners-up spot 
after a closely fought competition. Finally, 
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I would also like to thank ‘Friends of The 
Downs’ after our recent quiz evening. 
They are a small group of people who 
work incredibly hard to fundraise for the 
school and their efforts are very much 
appreciated. The quiz was a great 
evening and we raised over £300.   

I hope you and your families have an 
enjoyable half-term break,  

Chris Prosser 

 

Headteacher 

 

Dance Show success 

The Dance Show is an annual 
show that allows students 
from the school to perform on 
stage in front of parents and 
teachers.  The Dance Show 

this year took place on the 4 April and, as 
usual, was a huge success. All of the 
students that took part in the event 
enjoyed themselves and all the dances 
were amazing. Some of the groups that 
performed included: Junior Dance 
company, Limitless, Ballet club, Street 
Dance and some routines were examined 
for GCSE or BTEC work. Both my parents 
came to watch the show, my Mum said 
that she really enjoyed it and that it was 
really fun to watch and my Dad agreed. 
Students from all year groups get 
involved and have fun, me and my sister  

have taken part in the show every year 
since we have been at the school and it is 
always a fantastic night. Like always, the 
show this year was amazing, from the 
costumes, the hair and makeup to the 
actual dances, beautiful lighting and 
stage effects.  

We always thank everyone that helped 
behind the scenes for making sure 
everything was right on stage and off. We 
also thanked Miss Duckham for 
organising the event.  

 

Written by Emily K. 
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Ski trip – Nine days in Northern Italy for Year 8

Last term we went on a ski 
trip to Italy. We discovered a 
new culture and atmosphere 

that we had never experienced before. 
Many of us at the start of the trip couldn’t 
even put our skis on; however, by the end 
we were all flying down the red runs.  

It was hard, but we all kept going and 
never gave up.  We had some little 
accidents but it didn’t stop us from 
carrying on.  Even though we went to 
learn to ski, many of us discovered new 

friendships and a new hobby that we 
never thought we would be able to 
succeed in.  

This trip has been very memorable for us; 
it will be cherished in our hearts for a long 
time. Most of us have never been on such 
an enjoyable and fun trip. Without doubt, 
I don’t think any of us went a day without 
laughing our heads off.  

Written by Tegan G 
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Review of Performing Arts trip to New York! 

 

Stunning, breath taking, once in a 
lifetime are just a few of the first 
descriptions that come to my 
mind when I think of my time in 

New York. 

Right from the start we were all 
submerged into the life New York had to 
offer us. From the busy streets, to the tall 
buildings that towered over us as we 
were driving through the heart of the city. 
No time to rest in the city that never 
sleeps as we were all thrown straight into 
the action by going up the Empire State 
Building where the lights looked as if they 
never ended.  

Every morning we went to a café for 
breakfast, where all of our plates were full 
to the top of all kinds of food. Everyday 
brought a new part of the city to life as we 
learnt more about its history. From the 
famous movie landmarks that we saw on 
the TV & Movie Sights Tour, to 
appreciating the city’s tragedies like the 
9/11 Memorial Museum, which didn’t 
leave a dry eye in the group. We all took 
a moment to acknowledge what truly 
happened in this historical city.  

 One of the busiest days took us all 
around New York as we went to the 
Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island and finished 
the day off with the Broadway production  

of Waitress, which had all of us singing the 
soundtrack back on the way to the hotel. 
The musical was personally my favourite 
part of the trip as it made everyone smile 
even to those who thought a musical 
might not be for them.  The trip provided 
something for everyone’s creativity from 
the opportunities to go to the galleries for 
art students, the backstage tour of Radio 
City Music Hall for production and dance 
students as we also had the opportunity 
to meet and take a photo with a Rockette. 
Everyone had lots of time to shop and 
look around New York independently. 

Our final day was full of mixed emotions 
as we all had formed such strong bonds 
with new and old friends, sharing this 
experience with people who have the 
same passions as you whether that be 
music, drama, dance, media or 
production. We all became so close on 
the trip, taking on new and exciting 
experiences together whist also having 
independent time to take in the city in our 
small groups. This trip was truly a tick I can 
put on my bucket list as it something I 
thought I would never be able to do. 

A truly once in a lifetime opportunity 
which I was lucky enough to experience.  

Written by Claire P, Year 12 
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Second place at the Perse Coding Team Challenge final  

Year 11 students Antek and 
Thomas came second in the 

recent final of the Perse Coding Team 
Challenge (PCTC), a prestigious 
nationwide competition that uncovers 
computing talent in secondary schools. 
We entered two teams – Toren and Max 

from Year 10 and Antek and Thomas from 
Year 11 -  who both scored a Distinction in 
round one, thereby qualifying for round 
two. In a closely fought battle Thomas 
and Antek finished second, with just one 
point separating them from the overall 
winners.

To read more, visit: Perse Coding Team Challenge

 
Celebration Lunch for Year 11  as they begin study leave 
 

Friday, 10 May marked our 
Year 11’s final day in school as 
they are now officially on 

study leave ahead of the forthcoming 
GCSE exams. The students all came 
together in the hall where Headteacher 
Mr Prosser and Head of Year 11 Mrs 
Meijboom spoke to the students, 
congratulating them on their hard work 
and determination during the last year, 
and wishing them the best of luck for their 
forthcoming exams. 
 Students were then treated to a 
celebratory lunch, before the traditional 
shirt signing began!  

 
 
Pictured is Headteacher Mr Prosser 
signing Will B’s shirt. 
 

 

Richard Benyon MP visits Year 12 students 

Year 12 students were delighted 
to welcome Newbury MP, 
Richard Benyon to school 
recently. Mr Benyon enjoyed the 

opportunity to meet with the students and 
hosted a question and answer session 

where he was quizzed about many issues 
from students’ concerns about the 
environment, to Brexit. 

To read the full story, visit:  MP Richard 
Benyon

 

 

 

 

http://www.thedownsschool.org.uk/406/news/post/72/year-11-students-antek-and-tomas-finish-second-overall-at-the-prestigious-perse-coding-team-challenge
http://www.thedownsschool.org.uk/406/news/post/76/richard-benyon-visits-year-12-students
http://www.thedownsschool.org.uk/406/news/post/76/richard-benyon-visits-year-12-students
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Year 13 Leavers’ Day 

Leavers’ Day for Year 13 was a 
fantastic occasion, with both 
staff and students dressed in 

colourful costumes, ranging from 
Mexicans to various pieces of fruit, 
unicorns, St Trinian’s and even an alien!  

The day started with team games on the 
top field including ball skills and tug of 
war, followed by tutor group 
photographs. Sixth Formers were then 
treated to lunch together with staff, 
followed by a presentation and 
speeches. Head of Sixth Form, Mr Hogan 
reflected on the students’ time at the 
school, delighting them with throwback 

photographs of them in Year 7 and 
looking back at their Year 11 prom! We 
are going to miss them and wish them 
the best of luck with their exams.

  

 

Sixth Formers win County League football

The Downs School Sixth Form 
football team is celebrating after 
winning the Sixth Form County 

League this year. The team, comprising 
both Year 12 and 13 students, emerged 
victorious after several close fought 
matches against other local Sixth Form 
teams. It is the first time The Downs 
School has won the trophy.  

Head of Sixth Form, Mr Hogan said: “The 
boys performed really well this year and 
we are delighted to have brought home 
the silverware. They are a really close-knit 
team, who performed consistently well 
and were well-deserved winners.” 

The team are pictured with PE teacher Mr 
Northfield.  
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Annual ‘Book Grab’ event a great success 

The annual Book Grab was a 
great success, with over 400 
books eagerly snapped up in 
a matter of minutes!   The 

books had been donated by students and 
teachers in exchange for tokens, which in 
turn students could use to choose new 

books. There was a large crowd in the 
library as Librarian, Mrs Berger, opened 
the event and then a rush to the tables to 
sift through the literature. 

For more information, visit: Book Grab 

 

Photography competition winners revealed 

Daisy M is the winner of the recent Year 7 
photographic competition. We received a 
large number of entries from students 
who were asked to submit a photograph 

Illustrating their interpretation of ‘Spring’. 
Miss Francis and Mrs Palmer had a very 

tricky job judging and making the final 
decision. 

Daisy’s close-up photograph of a ladybird 
landing on flowers was judged the winner 
and she has received 750 house points for 
Lowbury and a £15 Amazon voucher. Her 
winning photo will be framed and hung in 
Mr Prosser’s office. 

Poppy P-K was runner-up and has 
received a £10 Amazon voucher and 500 
housepoints for Lowbury. Highly 
commended were Tom H, Eloise H, Lola 
B, Abigail S, Mark W and Albie K.  

Well done to all those who entered, we 
clearly have some talented 
photographers in Year 7.

Help us to win £5,000 of National Book tokens for the library 

We have the opportunity to win £5,000 of 
National Booktokens for our library, and 
we need your help!  All you need to do is 
visit 
www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools  
to nominate us and enter “The Downs 

School, Compton, Berkshire” as the 
school name.   

If your entry is picked, you will also win 
£100 of National Book tokens just for you. 
Please vote and share the message with 
your family and friends. Thank you.  

  

 

 

 

http://www.thedownsschool.org.uk/406/news/post/73/more-than-400-books-snapped-up-at-annual-book-grab
http://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools
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English Ambassadors’ creative writing trip to the Pitt Rivers Museum 

On Wednesday, 15 May, twenty English 
ambassadors ranging from years 7 to 12, 
climbed onto a coach and sped off to 
Oxford. They are a hard-working and 
committed band of students who 
contribute much to school life, and we 
(Mrs Seath / Mrs Rolls) hoped that this 
would be an enjoyable, inspiring, team-
bonding day. Their task was simple: to 
engage in an anthropology workshop led 
by museum staff, then to wander around 
the museum as their curiosity led, 
hopefully finding sources for inspiration 
for some imaginative writing. In follow up 
sessions on later days at school, they 
have been crafting and shaping their 
writing, working together across year 
groups to improve their skills. Several will 
enter their work to the prestigious 
Commonwealth writing competition. Here 
is what Bethan P wrote about her 
experiences of the trip: 

Pitt Rivers Museum 

My being is transported into a shrine to 
our past. A great whirling tornado of 
humankind’s possessions overwhelms 
me as my black leather shoes click like 
horses’ hooves on the cold stone floor. 
The clicks of my feet send lonely echoes 
around the room, they are the only 
sound… the voices and sounds of the 
remnants of hundreds of lives lost to the 
world, only captured in silent objects 
sealed into glass coffin like cases, 
covered in a thick dust that extinguishes 
hope and beauty altogether. As I walk, 
each object stares out at me, longing to 
break out, to crash through the confines 
of its cold, unforgiving, mirrored prison, to 
fly free, to be used and loved as it once 
was… 

I look up and see a great looming figure 
towering over me, a totem pole, tall as a 
pine, with the intricate whorls and curves 
of animals and nature carved into its 
wooden body by a craftsman long 

forgotten. Each animal is magnificent, 
picked out delicately in a rainbow of 
brilliant colours that have now begun to 
fade in the sunrays of time. Yet there is 
strength in that beauty, each form 
seeming fierce and brave in how they 
stare down upon the onlooker, each bear 
showing its teeth in defiance of any 
danger that might come its way; each 
bird, raven and wolf staring out bravely 
into the distance like the figurehead of a 
great warship going off to battle. The 
colours, although faded, cover each 
creature like war paint, transforming every 
one into a warrior standing tall and proud, 
ready to protect all it loves from death, 
conflict and disease.  

Climbing the stairs to the second floor, I 
look down on the sea of treasures 
through which I have waded. As I do, a 
group of school children enter through 
the arched doorway, filling the silent 
shrine with laughter and shouts of wonder 
as a new and exciting object is spotted. I 
watch as they dart around like 
hummingbirds, flitting to and fro from 
each case, bringing joy and the carefree 
nature of childhood into everything they 
touch. 

With every visit, the artefacts seem to 
glow, to become more and more brilliant, 
the sadness of their abandonment fading 
as they are loved and gazed at by a new 
curious eyes. Like flowers blooming after 
a long, loveless winter they blossom into 
their full glory, unfurling into a 
kaleidoscope of shape and iridescent 
colour. 

While I look on like a guardian angel from 
my perch upon the twisted railings of the 
first floor, the sections come alive with 
noise in my imagination: a proud crimson 
swirl of fire and passion erupts from the 
Samurai swords and ancient Japanese 
armour, shouting and calling in victorious 
songs of battle; a wave of calm and peace 
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from the canoes and boat adornments, 
bringing the sound of waves lapping upon 
wooden boat, the quiet splash of paddles 
breaking the surface of a river all to the 
backing of birds singing carefree in an 
emerald woodland; echoes of ritual songs 
and graceful movement from the head-
dresses and feathered clothes, an 
eclectic mix of vibrant colour of a hundred 
kinds of bird adorning the bodies of 
dancers twirling and dancing like leaves 
on an autumn breeze. The artefacts glow 
in their long-awaited love, restored once 
more and leave spiralling kaleidoscopic 
scenes of beauty dancing around my 
imagination. 

The schoolchildren leave, innocent to the 
beauty that they have created… And so, do 
I, for that is what we must all do, leave, 
leave our homes, our families, even this 
life altogether… I leave the museum, a 
spring in my step, walking home in the 
brilliant sunlight of a summer’s day, every 
sinew of my surroundings seeming more 
vibrant after the joy I have witnessed. 

Written by Bethan P, Year 10 English 
ambassador 

 
 

 

 

 

 


