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Out standing leadership
and management per vade
the school
Ofsted

Welcome
to our school

At The Downs School, we give all our students the very
best start in life, to help them develop into well-rounded
young adults, able to venture into a rapidly changing world
with confidence and determination.
These principles are summed up in our vision:

“Educating today’s young people for
the world of tomorrow. ”

Set in the heart of the West Berkshire Downs,
The Downs School is a special place where, I am
proud to say, the staff are totally committed to
excellence and achievement at all levels.
Ofsted has judged us as “outstanding” in every
category, but we are not a school that wants to
stand still. We know that there is always more
to do to ensure that every child’s educational
experience is rich, character-building and of the
highest possible standard. We are striving to move
“beyond outstanding” through our philosophy
of “Learning together, learning for life”.
The school provides a balanced approach to the
pursuit of excellence by offering an interesting,
challenging and lively curriculum.

Students gain academic, creative, sporting
and social skills, both in and out of the
classroom, ensuring a well-rounded learning
experience for all.
Our high-performing school is founded on the
strength of relationships between staff, students
and parents. We respect the trust placed upon
us by parents who actively choose our school for
their children. We work in partnership with our
students who contribute to the decision-making
in the school, ensuring that they feel valued and
confident. Despite our size, we pride ourselves
on our small school feel.
I am extremely proud to be the Headteacher of
such a vibrant school community and encourage
you to make a visit to see us in action; we very
much look forward to welcoming you and your
family to The Downs School.
Mr C Prosser – Headteacher
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Supporting you
to be the very best
you can be

At The Downs School we create a learning
environment in which students of all ages and
abilities are provided with the care and support
they need to flourish.
We have extremely high expectations for attendance, behaviour
and appearance and achieve consistency through the Downs
Diamond, a behaviour management system that focuses on
both rewards and sanctions. Our House system is at the heart
of the school, fostering a sense of teamwork and community
by providing students with leadership roles, competitions and
the chance to earn House Points and Gold Slips for academic
success and positive contributions.
Heads of Year lead teams of tutors who are responsible for the
day-to-day welfare and academic progress of their students,
with Student Managers providing more intensive support and
guidance for the students facing particular difficulties. Our
dedicated and experienced pastoral team works in partnership
with parents and carers to give our students the support
needed to achieve success.
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An excellent school
with a fantastic
sense of community
and respect
Student

Empowering you

within a modern, inspirational curriculum

From Year 7 to Year 13 the
curriculum is characterised
by richness and diversity,
allowing students to be
ambitious for themselves
and well-prepared for their
next steps.

Student s
are eager to
learn: their
behaviours
and their
application to
learning are
exempl ar y
Ofsted

Our progressive, coherent and relevant
curriculum gives impetus to enquiring
minds and supports students to
embark on future challenges in education
and training.
Our teachers are knowledgeable and
passionate about their subjects and
demonstrate an unwavering commitment
to ensure that success shines through
at all levels, both academically and
vocationally.
All students follow a common core of
learning in Years 7, 8 and 9 that includes
English, mathematics, science, at least
one language (French, German or
Spanish), humanities (history, geography
and religious education), computer
science, performing arts (drama, dance
and music), design arts (art and design
technology) and physical education.
The personal development programme
(PDP) includes personal, social, health,
citizenship, enterprise education
and careers education. The Year 7
curriculum also includes countryside and
environment, ensuring students have an
appreciation of the school’s rural setting.
A second language is introduced in Year 8
to support the focus on internationalism,
and from Year 8 onwards students are
placed in very broad ability groupings
in mathematics and science.

In Years 10 and 11 students study
English language and literature,
mathematics, science, physical education,
religious education, and continue with
PDP as well as making four further
choices from a wide range of other
courses, to personalise their programmes
of study. In addition to an opportunity
to consolidate learning in English and
mathematics, students looking for
a further challenge may study the
three separate sciences and more
than one language.
A wide range of courses cater for differing
interests and skills, and ensure students
enjoy the wide variety of experiences
which harness their potential and develop
them as confident and responsible citizens.
Our students often tell us that they thrive
on challenge and feel supported to
succeed when learning gets difficult.

We are proud of our
students’ achievements.
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Challenging you

to achieve your full potential
The Downs School’s academic success is based on
exceptional teaching, high expectations and inspired,
motivated students.
Our staff members are committed to inspire learning in all our students.
Each teacher aims to engage, motivate and challenge every student, in
every lesson, every day, so that students thrive and flourish.
More Able
Our more able students are given numerous opportunities to excel
through the appropriate level of challenge in the classroom, by entering
competitions within and beyond school and through opportunities
to apply for a range of leadership development positions, such
as our Subject Ambassador Programme. In key stage 3 they have
the opportunity to undertake an EEP (Exceptional Education Plan);
a substantial research project culminating in a presentation in an
area of interest. Although we keep a register of our more able students,
identification is an ongoing process because we recognise that students’
abilities develop throughout their school life.
SEN
The SENDCO leads the provision for students with special educational
needs or disabilities, working closely with the pastoral team to ensure
all students are provided with the support and guidance they need
to achieve their full potential, including the provision of a range of
interventions. Our teachers are passionate about providing students of
all ages, abilities and needs with the opportunities they need to excel.
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Partnerships

for ongoing success
Our school values the school/parent partnership and firmly
believes that cooperation between home and school is the
key to academic success.
We maintain regular formal contact with each parent/guardian through reports,
parent evenings and newsletters. Students’ handbooks provide an informal but
essential method of communication, together with a new online homework platform.
Parents are also invited to half-termly parent forums where the progress of the school
is discussed and reviewed.
As part of the Downland Federation we work closely with primary schools within and
outside our catchment of schools to coordinate curriculum development and ensure
the smooth transition to secondary school. The Federation includes Beedon Church
of England and Compton Church of England primary schools, the latter also having
been judged by Ofsted as “Outstanding”.
We have developed sound links with local commerce and industry, and students are
encouraged to use these contacts to increase their understanding of the world of work.
As well as business volunteers coming into school to talk to students about career
options, there are also opportunities for students to undertake business workshops
and visit local work places. Local organisations regularly support careers events
within the school that allow our students to explore different career pathways and
also provide work experience opportunities for our students aged 14-19. In recognition
of this commitment, the school has achieved Investors in Careers accreditation.
The Downs School plays a lead role in the local Teaching School Alliance which brings
together primary and secondary schools from across West Berkshire to share best teaching
practices and places us at the forefront of research and development in education.

It is a joy to see
my children grow
as individual s in
this vibrant learning
environment
Parent

Nurturing leaders
of the future

Our leadership opportunities help to develop
responsible, independent and confident citizens,
ready for life in a 21st century world.
At The Downs School we believe that all young people have
the capacity to become leaders. We foster a sense of
leadership in students of all ages, encouraging them to
make an active contribution to the school community.
We value our students’ voices and give them character-building
opportunities to influence the direction of the school. Students
represent their peers by joining the School Council and working
in collaboration with Sixth Form leaders on projects to enrich
the school community.

The Downs School goes above
and beyond both inside and
out side of the cl assroom
Student

There are many other opportunities to develop leadership
throughout the school. Student Ambassadors often work
with teachers on projects that celebrate the subjects they
feel passionate about, which also contributes to the ongoing
development of teaching and learning across the school.
Sports leaders work to create a sense of team spirit, maintaining
the school’s long-standing tradition of sporting success.
Importantly, our older students take on the responsibility of
becoming prefects and peer mentors, supporting younger
students and acting as valuable role models.

Beyond the classroom
to explore and enjoy

Learning extends beyond the classroom to extra curricular
activities and trips, both within the UK and overseas. This enables
our students to pursue their passions and develop those
transferable skills that build well-rounded individuals.
Lessons are brought to life through a wide
range of educational trips; from visiting
galleries in Oxford and London to taking
advantage of our highly acclaimed local
professional theatres and travelling to
Stratford and London’s West End. Our
performing arts team takes students to
New York and the Geography department
runs an annual trip to Iceland. We also offer
an annual Year 8 ski trip plus language
students have taken part in exchange
visits to schools in the French Alps, Germany
and Spain. Our Sixth Form students often
choose to join a bi-annual ski trip and there
is an opportunity to take part in a major
expedition, which in previous years has
been to Ecuador, Norway and India.
The excellent provision for enrichment and
extra-curricular opportunities are central
to the school’s character and success. Our
students enter competitions in debating,
public speaking, sport, science, maths,

creative writing and more. We benefit
hugely from our links with the world-class
science community within the local area.
Physical Education at The Downs School is
about learning through ‘doing and enjoying’.
Inter-house sporting competitions are
extremely popular and include crosscountry, netball, hockey, football, rugby,
cricket and athletics. We are incredibly
proud of our many sporting achievements
at local, district and county levels in many
of these sports. We also support students
at international level in football, badminton,
hockey, track and field, and swimming.
Superb standards of drama, music and
dance are showcased in regular house
competitions, which provide opportunities
for students to develop their individual
and group talents. Our acclaimed annual
productions have included Calamity Jane,
Billy Elliot and Little Shop of Horrors.
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Sixth Form
an exceptional
place to learn

The Downs School Sixth Form is highly successful
at providing students with the academic challenge
and the pastoral support they need to achieve their
goals, whether this be a university or college place,
an apprenticeship or to take the first step on a chosen
career path.
The Sixth Form curriculum offers great opportunities for students to
achieve success in A Level, BTEC Level 3 and BTEC Level 2 pathways.
Our high quality teaching and learning, together with an atmosphere
in which students strive to achieve the best results they are capable
of, ensures our academic results are consistently outstanding.
Academic success is the cornerstone of our Sixth Form’s reputation,
but we are equally proud of the excellent pastoral care and careers
guidance we provide, which helps our students develop the
independence and resilience they need to achieve their life goals.
The sense of community within the Sixth Form is extremely strong,
and friendships made here often last for life. Sixth Form students
inspire our younger students, not only through academic success
but also by their leadership and participation, in a full programme
of extra-curricular activities. The ambitious, yet supportive ethos
fostered in the Sixth Form seems to disseminate throughout the
entire school, shaping the distinctive, highly successful atmosphere
of which we are so proud.
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The teachers
always strive to
create a positive
and productive
environment
Six th Former

Life after The Downs School
the first step on your journey
At The Downs School we see our students as individuals on
journeys of self-discovery.
Our most important goal is to provide each of our students with the opportunities
to discover their individual strengths and talents, enabling them to realise their
full potential by the time they leave us.
An extremely high number of our students achieve places in elite Russell Group
universities, including Oxford and Cambridge. Our students become doctors and
vets, lawyers and engineers, actors and artists, civil servants and members of the
armed forces. Our students also secure places on competitive and prestigious
apprenticeships or enter the world of work with the qualifications and attributes
they need to achieve success.
At whichever stage in their educational journeys our students join us, we provide
them with high quality teaching and learning, pastoral care and careers guidance
that enables them, at the end of their time at The Downs School, to take the next
steps of their journeys with confidence.

The suppor t and guidance
I was given enabled
me to achieve my goal s
and ambitions
Former Student
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