
 
 

 

 

3rd February 2023 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

Request for Voluntary Parental Contributions – from The Downs School Governing Body 

We remain confident that the school’s finances are being managed efficiently and effectively and that 

the school continues to achieve excellent results academically – but the restrictions on Government 

funding mean that further enhancements to the school environment will be challenging without 

additional support. 

We are therefore requesting voluntary contributions from parents and carers to help fund a variety of 

ongoing initiatives.  

Our target over the next 12 months is to raise £108,000. 

Almost 80% of UK schools receive contributions from parents to help support the education of their 

children.  For those parents/carers that can afford it, please consider pledging £10, £20 or £30 per 

month via this link. 

 

Further background to this request is as follows: 

The Department for Education provided £54 billion to mainstream schools in 2022 – this equates to an 

average of £6,970 per pupil. Current Government budgets are set to increase by 4.7% next year, but in 

real terms this will not be enough to cover ongoing costs.  

Fundamentally, schools are not much better off than they were in 2010. 

Many schools are now reviewing their budgets amid fears that they may need to reduce the number of 

teachers as a direct result. Schoolcuts.org.uk estimate that our school will be over £145,000 worse off 

next year. 

Simplistically, schools need help to fill growing gaps in their finances. Even well managed schools, like 

The Downs School, have concerns that they will not be able to meet their expectations. Pressure on our 

finances means that we cannot invest in future enhancements to the school environment. 

The funds raised in the next 12 months could be used for school enhancement programmes and projects 

including: 

• £40,000 to create a modern environment in the 6th Form “Community Café & Meeting Hub” 

• £34,000 for a canopy over the quad area to allow students to remain sheltered in the colder, 

wetter months 

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/20535#!/DonationDetails
https://schoolcuts.org.uk/schools/?chosenSchool=8695406


 

 

• £20,000 to repair the Swimming Pool surround and flooring – also increasing opportunities for 

private hire 

• £14,000 for a Wellbeing Pod to provide an environment to enhance the school’s mental health 

provision 

The school continues to produce excellent academic results and can now be counted in the top two 

comparative schools in West Berkshire, with the best A Level results in West Berkshire.  However we 

would like to achieve more, and to do this, we need your support. 

There are a number of ways that schools can raise additional funds, including hosted events, student 

activities, and via parent-teacher associations. The Downs School have been involved with many of 

these activities for several years, and will continue to encourage participation, however they generally 

do not raise a significant amount of money. 

In addition, there are several initiatives underway to ‘monetise’ the school site, with societies and clubs 

hiring the school facilities. Good progress has been made, and there is potential to increase this further 

although further investment is required in some areas to maximise the opportunity. 

We can assure you that we have budgeted for essential maintenance across the school to ensure that it 

continues to be a safe learning environment, meeting health and safety requirements.   

Fundraising as a result of grants and sponsorship has been successful over the years, but it carries a 

high administrative burden, and is not always particularly profitable. 

This is an entirely voluntary scheme. 

If you are able to afford it, we would like you to create a standing order for £10, £20 or £30 per 

month via this link. 

Individual, one-off contributions would also be most welcome, and can be made using the same link.  

Gift Aid is available on all contributions meaning that the school can claim an extra 25p for every £1 you 

give. 

Thank you for supporting the school, it is hugely appreciated. 

 

The Downs School Governing Board 

 

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/20535#!/DonationDetails

