
 
 

 

January 2021 
 
Dear Year Thirteen Students, Parents and Carers 
 
As you may have read, OFQUAL have now begun a period of consultation on its proposal as to how grades 
will be awarded in place of the cancelled GCSE and A Level examinations.  
 
The proposal (and it must be emphasised that until the plans are finalised at the end of the consultation, 
it is only a proposal) is as follows: 
 
• Teachers will make final assessments of their students’ performance during late May and early June; 
• Grades will be based on current performance, not projections of what students would have achieved 

had the lockdown not happened; 
• Exam boards will provide a range of exam papers for schools to use to help determine the grades 

their students should be awarded; 
• These papers will be marked by teachers using guidance from the exam boards to ensure accuracy; 
• The papers may be sat at home if circumstances do not allow students to sit them in school; 
• Schools will also use a range of other tests and mock exams to help determine their grades, including, 

when applicable, coursework; 
• The exam boards will sample the evidence on how each school awarded the grades to ensure 

consistency between schools. 
 
The proposal expects that students will have completed and been assessed on all aspects of their courses, 
so it is more important than ever that you continue to attend your lessons and complete all assessments 
to the best of your ability. 
 
Although we can’t finalise our plans until the period of consultation closes and OFQUAL issues its final 
plan for how the grades will be awarded, it does seem fairly certain that the grades will be based on how 
students perform across a broad range of assessments. 
 
We wrote to you at the beginning of last week, confirming that we intended to run a series of online 
assessments before half term, so that the hard work you have done to revise for the mocks will not be 
wasted. This is how the assessments will work: 
 
• The assessments will occur in the fortnight beginning 1st February; 
• The assessments for each subject will happen in that subject’s timetabled lessons; 
• The exception is for the subjects when there are classes in more than one block, in which case the 

assessments will happen after school to avoid giving any one class an advantage over another class 
taking the same subject; 

• We will provide you with a schedule of when each assessment will be taking place as soon as the 
schedule is finalised; 

• Subject teachers will provide their students with guidance on the format of each assessment, which 
will not be a full mock examination but will be based upon the format of standard examination 
questions and be marked in line with standard assessment criteria; 



 

 

• Teachers will publish the assessments on Teams assignments; 
• Students will submit their responses by uploading them to Teams assignments; 
• This must happen within five minutes of the time each assessment is due to finish, to ensure no 

student has additional time to complete the assessment (unless they have the access arrangement 
of extra time); 

• Students will handwrite their assessments on paper and upload them to Teams using the Microsoft 
Lens app, which students should download and practise using well in advance of the assessment 
fortnight; 

• Students who have an access arrangement that requires them to type their answers should upload 
them to their student work folders; 

• Some subjects will have specific requirements that mean work should be submitted in a different 
format. If this is the case, your teachers will give you full instructions. 

 
As we have said before, please be assured that your centre assessed grades will not depend on your 
performance in any single assessment: they will be based on your performance across a wide range of 
different assessments, so while we want you to prepare for your assessments and do as well as you can 
in them, we also want you to know that you will have lots more opportunities to showcase your 
understanding of your subjects. These assessments should not be seen as full mock examinations but are 
more like the assessments that you do continually throughout your courses. 
 
We are all here to help you. If you are feeling anxious and stressed, or if you have any questions about 
the forthcoming assessments, please reach out to your tutors, your teachers or to members of the Sixth 
Form team, so that we can help. We will get through this difficult time together. 
 
Best wishes and good luck in the assessments. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

P Wilson P Hogan 
  
Mr P Wilson Mr P Hogan 
Deputy Headteacher Head of Sixth Form 
 
 


